FIRST RESURRECTION

THE RESURRECTION OF SAINTS THAT HAVE DIED THROUGHOUT THE AGES OF TIME,
HAS CAUSED AS MUCH SPECULATION, AND AS MANY ARGUMENTS AND DEBATES AS
ANY BIBLE SUBJECT THAT WE COULD MENTION. PEOPLE HAVE ALL KINDS OF
OPINIONS ABOUT IT; BUT YOU SELDOM HEAR ANYONE SPEAK FROM A TRUE
REVELATION ON THE SUBJECT. THAT IS WHY I FEEL LED AT THIS TIME, TO PRESENT
THE SCRIPTURES THAT GO HAND IN HAND TO ANSWER THOSE MANY QUESTIONS
THAT HAVE BEEN ASKED OVER AND OVER BUT HAVE SELDOM EVER BEEN GIVEN
SCRIPTURAL ANSWERS. I BELIEVE THE END TIME CHURCH OF THE LIVING GOD
SHOULD BE ABLE TO FURNISH SOME SCRIPTURAL ANSWERS TO WELL MEANING
PEOPLE WHO ASK QUESTIONS WORTHY OF AN ANSWER. WHEN WE SPEAK OF THREE
PHASES OF THE FIRST RESURRECTION, SOME HAVE A HARD TIME UNDERSTANDING
HOW THIS COULD BE. PEOPLE WANT TO KNOW ALSO ABOUT THE RAPTURE; WILL IT
TAKE PLACE BEFORE, DURING, OR AFTER THE GREAT TRIBULATION? THE ANSWERS
ARE ALL RIGHT HERE IN THIS BLESSED OLD BOOK THAT TOO MANY HAVE LAID
ASIDE BELIEVING THEY CAN GET ALONG WITHOUT IT. WELL THEY CAN GO TO HELL
WITHOUT IT; BUT THOSE WHO HAVE A DESIRE TO WALK WITH GOD, WILL HAVE TO
DO IT BY THE INSTRUCTIONS WRITTEN SO CLEARLY WITHIN THE PAGES OF IT; AND
THE ANSWERS TO YOUR QUESTIONS ABOUT WHAT IS AHEAD FOR THE BRIDE
CHURCH WILL ALSO HAVE TO COME FROM IT.

LOOKING TO THE END OF GENTILE TIME ON THIS PLANET

Let us begin by reading from the 4th verse of Revelation chapter 20. We used this same scripture in our last
message; but we more or less stopped in the middle of this verse; because the first part of it points to the
bride church sitting upon thrones, judging the nations during the Millennium; but as we read the rest of that
verse you will see a different picture altogether. We want to answer your questions in regards to the
rapture, resurrection, and especially try to cover all the scriptures that refer to what we will read in a minute
in our text, in what constitutes the first resurrection. As I stated some time back, someone sent me a little
religious brochure. It is a publication by someone who is trying to make out like this doctrine of the
translation, or the rapture of the Church, as a secret event, did not come about until about 1800 and
something, and that it is a false doctrine that has been embraced by certain realms of Christendom, but that
there is actually no authoritative record that the early Church ever believed it like that. Well you know
these educated doctors of divinity have a very unique way of putting things in printed form to make it
sound very good to a certain element of people. However as I said before, I am not educated in a way they
would accept. I cannot depend on my education. I would not know a Greek word if I saw a box car load of
them sitting in front of me. Neither would I know a Hebrew word. I have to look at the whole thing from an
altogether different viewpoint. I do not speak Hebrew. Neither do I speak Greek. Furthermore I do not
speak English as well as a lot of people; but I do try to get the job done; and by the help of God I have
come this far, so bear with me. The little circle you see on the chart behind me represents the planet
you and I live on, the planet Earth. The next illustration represents a little cemetery, with a few
broken tombstones. This signifies or portrays a resurrection. What we are going to find out as we deal in
this subject, the first resurrection, is that it has three orders, or phases to it. Can you prove that Bro.
Jackson? I cannot; but the Bible will convince all who have the proper respect for what is written in it, that
what we are believing is a true revelation. Let us go to the last scriptures in the Bible first, in Revelation 20.
We are going to read the same verse of scripture we read when we were on our other subject, the
regeneration, that we just finished, covering the throne of His (Jesus') glory. We will take the last part of
verse 4, in Revelation 20; and go on into verse 5, where we will get our setting. Let us first acquaint
ourselves with the time. The tribulation is over, the Lord has come. His saints are with Him, His Bride and
Old Testament saints. Jesus has taken His throne; and there is a judgment procedure, and there is a
resurrection event. Verse 4, ""And I saw thrones, and they (plural) sat upon them, and judgment was
given unto them: (That is the authority given to the Bride of Christ when she will take her thrones
throughout the nations of the world from whence she was taken when the rapture occurred, and authority




through Christ, her Groom, given by God through that channel, has been delegated to her; and she is now in
her delegated position over the nations of the world.) and I saw the souls of them that were beheaded
(martyred) for the witness of Jesus, (This describes the foolish virgins left here when the rapture takes
place, to go through the terrible tribulation hour. There are three sets of scriptures in the book of Revelation
that describe this group of martyrs. These three scriptures become witnesses against any theological
concept held, that is contrary to what they ‘these scriptures' hold. I will only read this one right now; but as
we reach the climax of the message, somewhere as God guides and directs, we will touch those three sets of
scriptures in the book of Revelation describing the Gentile foolish virgins and the Jewish saints that go
through the great tribulation.) and for the word of God, (That describes the Jewish saints that are
martyred; and it tells us exactly when and where in time they met this terrible ordeal of martyrdom.
Notice.) and which had not worshipped the beast, (now this is not telling us how saints were treated in
the Dark Ages. It is telling us how saints will be treated during that terrible tribulation time. We know the
beast system was Rome in the Dark Ages; but that puts us back there 500 and 600 years ago. This scripture
is putting it precisely after they have gone through the terrible dark hour of tribulation, described by the
prophet Daniel in chapter 9, verse 27.) and which had not worshipped the beast, neither his image, (The
image does not occur until the ending of the Grace Age, as time goes into the prophetic week of Daniel.
Then, is when the image really speaks, influences, and becomes as diabolical as her predecessor did in
other eras of time.) neither had received his mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands; (As you can
see, all these wordings here tell us timewise, when these saints are martyred. Not in the middle of the Dark
Ages, No. It takes place in the last half of Daniel's seventieth week. That is when the image of the beast
speaks in a way that is just as diabolical as the system of Romanism she came out of. That is also when the
mark and those things are applied, as it reads in the 13th chapter of Revelation.) and they lived and
reigned with Christ a thousand years." Let me read that verse straight through. REV 20:4 "And I saw
thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them: and I saw the souls of them
that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and which had not worshipped
the beast, neither his image, neither had received his mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands;
and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years." There has never yet been a time in the history
of mankind when the stipulations in that verse could be applied. No one yet, has ever been faced with
taking the mark of the beast; nor have they worshipped the image of the beast; but in the last half of that
week of Daniel, when the old antichrist is on the rampage many will face those very things; and if they hold
true to their faith in God, they will be counted among this great multitude John saw. Yes brothers and
sisters, these are those martyred saints that were so brutally dealt with during that terrible three and one half
years of Satan's rule, when the antichrist shows himself to be the man of sin, the false prophet, the false
prince; and the son of perdition. There are actually five titles in the prophetic word of God he is known by.
I will name them again, because I have been asked in a letter to describe the differences in these various
references. In Daniel 9:26 he is spoken of as the prince that shall come. The title prince, means
ambassador of peace. We know that Jesus Christ is our prince of peace. We know also, that when He
comes there will be true peace in the earth for the first time since the fall of Adam. His counterpart, which
is the world's false prince, is Satan's man. He is a false ambassador of peace. He gives the world a false era
and concept of what peace is. He is also called a false prophet. Again he is referred to as the antichrist
that shall come. You take the apostle John in the little epistles, he speaks of him both as a false prophet and
also as an antichrist. The apostle Paul spoke of him in the Thessalonian epistle as the man of sin and the
son of perdition. In other words, he gave him two titles. The man of sin, and the son of perdition. The term
son of perdition actually means, one ordained to lead something to destruction; and that is exactly what that
fellow will do. To clarify that I will say this, if he is ordained to lead something to destruction, it is because
he is the man of sin and has the anointing and ability to deceive. Through deception, he influences masses
of people in the world to believe in him, and trust in him; but Satan's objective behind that is, that through
this agent and the anointing he puts upon him, millions will be led to an eternal destruction. He will be the
world's false ambassador, or messenger of peace. Nevertheless five titles are wrapped up in one person; and
that is none other than the pope of Rome. A lot of people do not want to hear that; but it is the truth, and I
have to declare it. Jesus Christ is not coming back to get a bride that just feeds upon nothing but
denominational tradition. His bride will know the truth about all of these things others just have a theory
about. Remember this though, When it speaks here of these martyrs, that they lived and reigned with Christ
a thousand years, this is not the Bride of Jesus Christ. The Bride was already on her thrones before this
phase of the first resurrection occurred. That is the part where doctors of divinity today, depending on their
theological learning, but without a spiritual revelation to inspire them and place things in their proper order,




get way out on a limb. They just simply do not know where to put most of these things. Let us finish
reading. REV 20:5 "But the rest of the dead lived not again until the thousand years were finished.
This is the first resurrection." That could be referring to none other than the wicked dead. (20:6) "Blessed
and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the second death hath no power, but
they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with Him a thousand years." The first
resurrection is in three phases. The first phase was when Jesus and many of the dead saints at that time
arose. The second phase is when the bride is raised for the rapture; and the third is when the martyred
tribulation saints are raised. We are going to find out by the writing of the apostle Paul, that there is an
order to the accomplishment of this first resurrection. Just notice how this is worded. It sounds like it is
talking about another thing altogether; but actuality it is not. It is just worded that way because the second
resurrection is only a resurrection of the dead that will have no life attributed to them whatsoever. "Blessed
and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the second death (or second resurrection) hath
no power, (no life) but they shall be priests of God (referring to the first) and of Christ, and shall reign with
Him a thousand years." That constitutes the final scriptures that declare the first resurrection is over,
finished, and how do we put it together. Well, this only leaves in the ground nothing but dead, there are two
identical things we must understand in this as we begin to go back into the Old Testament and watch these
prophets and the scriptures pointing to this thing that we all look forward to, if it should be our lot to take
our place in the ground.

THREE STAGES OF REDEMPTION

We are going to find out that when God redeems things, He does it in three stages. I read a little article one
time, in which it was stated, "I do not want installment salvation." Well we are not talking about installment
salvation. That is sort of a derogatory way some people use to talk about things. Nevertheless when we
look at God's plan of salvation in the scriptures, we can see this, The complete new birth to the soul of the
inner man is patterned or typed after a natural birth. That is why Jesus used that vocabulary in speaking to
Nicodemus, a religious doctor of divinity in that hour, as we read in St. John 3. We know this, Before there
can be a birth, there is first conception, followed by pregnancy which is a period of growth. Birth is a
reality when it is fully alive and on its own. It is separated from its origin of coming into existence. We all
realize this, If there is not conception, there can not be birth. If there is not pregnancy, there can not be
birth. You can not have birth without the other two. That compares with how God's grace works in
redeeming us as lost sinners. First he convicts us, brings us unto repentance. He plants His word of
conviction in our hearts. This is the stage of planting that seed of conviction. Conviction brings repentance
upon the part of the inner person, which opens the inner person's spiritual mind to receive what God is
going to do next. As God then has planted the word to be received, the individual is conceived in that word,
but this is followed by a period of pregnancy, sanctification, setting the person apart, cleansing by the
blood, getting that individual ready for the indwelling of the Holy Ghost. We do know that on the day of
Pentecost, when the gospel was preached in its full truth and light of understanding, it was not like it is
today. The reason we have so much of what you see out here in the world today, is because Christendom
has gone through the Dark Ages with all this theological concept, taking the word of God and projecting it
out here in such a dead letter way, it is hard for the human race to make it over all the obstacles. Regardless
of all of that, we just simply do not change God's plan and purpose in any way. There are three definite
works of grace, justification, sanctification, and the baptism of the Holy Ghost, which is God finishing His
work which he started in justifying. That is bypassing all theology and putting it in its true concept. We do
know this; In the redemptive work of Christ, God sent Him first to be a prophet. Being a prophet, His word
is delivered. Next He became the sacrifice needed to pay our sin debt; and through that activated this word
that had been brought. He also became the High Priest of that covenant and offered up the sacrifice to God.
That is the second office of the three offices or positions He holds. The third office is what we talked about
in our last message. He comes back to earth to be King of kings and Lord of lords, to rule and reign over
what He has redeemed from among God's creation. Therefore there is three offices by which it constitutes
God's complete plan of redemption, both for people and for the earth.

WHERE PARADISE WAS
WHERE PARADISE IS
WHO IS IN PARADISE



Let us now go back into the Old Testament, to the book of Daniel, chapter 12. Daniel was the first prophet
that seemed to have an insight about a resurrection, a physical, bodily, taking out of the ground something
that has gone into the ground through death. As we go deeper into this subject, try to keep in mind what we
started with, the three phases of the first resurrection. Before I read this, I want to bring in some other
things that have been going on time wise in the plan of God. Looking at the first chart back here, the circle
represents the planet earth. The inner portion represents the heart of the earth. We are not being dogmatic
or anything, we are just using the scriptures to bring out a truth. When death was first introduced, by Cain
slaying Abel, we know that his body was placed in the crust of the earth by some kind of burial; but where
did his soul and spirit go? Since we believe Abel was a righteous seed, it went into the heart of the earth,
into a place referred to by Jesus as paradise. The spirit which incorporates the soul did not go into heaven,
it went into the heart of the earth somewhere into that realm referred to as bliss, or paradise. This is
described in St. Luke's gospel when he was giving the illustration of Lazarus and the rich man. Lazarus had
been brought many days, to lay at the gate of a rich man, begging alms. He had sores all over his body; and
the dogs were licking him. From a social standpoint, this would not be a good scene for people to look
upon. Nevertheless according to the words of Jesus, when Lazarus died, he was carried into Abraham's
bosom. (paradise) Why? Because he was not only a Jew, which made him a seed of Abraham; but the fact
that he was carried into his bosom meant that in Lazarus, (this poor sick man) lay the same faith, or belief
in God that kept his outlook toward life and eternity, the same that was in Abraham. We do not want to
picture this poor beggar being held in the arms of Abraham; because there is one thing sure, Once his spirit
was separated from that feeble body, it would never need to be held and cradled any more. It was released
from the suffering, pain and agony it had been going through with while in that body. Nevertheless the fact
that he was in Abraham's bosom lets us know, he was enjoying the same state of bliss, and peace that
Abraham, the father of that faith was enjoying, therefore that is the picture we must see, if we are going to
look at it properly. He was with Abraham in a realm of paradise, which at that time was in the heart of the
earth. However according to the Gospel writers, when Jesus arose from the dead and later ascended into the
heavenlies, paradise was moved from the heart of the earth into the heavenly realm. Not only did Jesus
come forth from the grave, but the scriptures declare that many of the other dead came forth also; and they
are now in that heavenly Paradise. To continue with the illustration Jesus gave concerning Paradise and
torment, listen to what He said about the rich man whose gate Lazarus had lain before begging. Later the
rich man died and it says he was carried into a place called torment. Well the Greek word for hell, which is
an English word, is Hades; but the Hebrew word is Sheol, a place of agony, a place of suffering, a place of
torment. Somehow though the rich man could look afar off and see Lazarus in Abraham's bosom. He
begged Abraham, (Let us just read it in Luke 16:24-25) "And he cried and said, Father Abraham, have
mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue;
for I am tormented in this flame. But Abraham said, Son, remember that thou in thy lifetime
receivedst thy good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things: but now he is comforted, and thou art
tormented." Keep in mind, What Jesus was telling those who stood by was, (because He had not yet been
crucified) The perfect atonement sacrifice has not yet been made; so Paradise is still in the heart of the
earth. Therefore from the slaying of Abel who went to that same place, to the time of Christ, all of those
righteous souls that met death were carried into the heart of the earth, into the place called Paradise, the
very same place where Lazarus is portrayed as being. From the time of the slaying of righteous Abel to
Jesus' story about Lazarus and the rich man, would cover a span of approximately 4000 years. We perceive
then that in the heart of the earth, both the righteous and the wicked were confined. Why? Death had placed
them there; and man's sin is what brought death into the picture. When Adam and Eve were placed in the
garden of Eden; there was no such thing as death in the picture. If they had continued to obey their Creator,
they could have enjoyed eternal life and still been alive today; but God had already warned them that
partaking of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil would bring death upon them; and God always
keeps His word. You cannot always depend upon natural man to keep his word; but what God has said He
will do, He will do. We can look at Genesis 2:16-17, and see exactly what God said to the man He created.
"And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat:
But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou
eatest thereof thou shalt surely die." If sin originated on the earth, then the spirit of those that have been
born into existence, becoming a partaker in the life structure by sin in that sense by hereditary, there is no
way the spirit can be free from this earthly realm until there is a perfect atonement. That is typed in the Old
Testament. In the book of Leviticus, as the children of Israel were coming out of Egyptian bondage, on the
mount, Moses received the law as well as the ordinances and statutes that the children of Israel were to




observe. We know this, in one of those ordinances they were to keep, when they were to come into the land
of promise, and the time of the year has come for them to reap their harvest, barley harvest, before they
were to reap the whole thing, the first thing they were to do, the owner of the field was to see that there was
one bundle or sheaf of this crop selected to offer to the Lord. The farmer would chose, and we believe he
would chose a very precise spot where the grain looked well matured, to reap that special bundle. He was
not going to take some old dried up, dwarf type stuff that had grown in a poor place in the field, to offer to
the Lord. He takes the best. He thrusts in his cycle, he cuts down a sheaf of standing grain and ties that in a
bundle. That is put up to be given to the priest, that when the Passover season would appear in that coming
season. Then this Passover season that this thing typed, this sheaf of grain from each farmer, once the
Passover lamb has been killed, and eaten, then on the following day after the Sabbath that occurs within
that Passover season, and we know Saturday is the Jewish Sabbath, but in their calendar structure it was not
called Saturday. That is a Greek term. The seventh day constitutes a week for them and Saturday was that
seventh day. Therefore the Passover lamb that would be slain within a week, then whenever the Sabbath
would come in that particular period, the next day, meaning the first day of the week to start, that is the
next day. We call it Sunday because we are going by the Greek structure. Then the high priests were to take
these sheaves and offer them unto the Lord. This types a resurrection of the first fruits that was to come
from the dead. I hope all of you understand this. This sheaf offering as it is the first fruits of that farmer's
field of grain, he is fulfilling a natural type, but the type projects forward to the time when the true Lamb of
God, which was Jesus the Christ, God's own Son, and the first fruit from the dead, would offer Himself for
the sins of the whole world. That is why Jesus, in His first advent had to come precisely in the calendar of
time when the true sacrificial lamb of God would be crucified on Friday. Not on Wednesday, like the
Adventist's want to lead you to believe. Friday was the day. We know the Jewish day starts at sundown; so
when sundown on Thursday came, Friday began. Remember, Jesus was eating the Passover with the
disciples; but by nine o'clock the next morning, He had already gone through an ordeal of suffering in the
night that had finally put Him on the cross. Follow me now. He was on the cross by nine o'clock. As high
noon came, the sun started to tip toward the west, and somewhere in the afternoon hours, Jesus died. They
took Him from the cross in haste, because the next day was Saturday, which is the seventh day of the
Jewish week. They did not have time to embalm Him and go through all that rigmarole. Therefore they
took Him down in haste and wrapped Him in grave cloths. They took Him then, and put Him in the tomb of
Joseph of Arimathaea. When sundown came on Friday evening, Jesus had already been dead a few hours.
He was in the grave all through the night hours of Saturday, the seventh day of their week, which was their
Sabbath. He was in the ground all through the dark hours of the night and through the daylight hours of
Saturday. At sundown Saturday evening, the first day of the week starts. He was still in the ground.
However somewhere in the early dawning hours of the first day of the week, Sunday morning, an angel
came down. There was an earthquake. I referred to a publication I had read, when we printed the message,
or made the video about what happened in the garden. I read from that and referred to this evangelist in
Colorado, how he attacked Bro. Branham's ministry and testimony, because of him referring to the angel.
Those people do not even know what they are talking about. How many times have I heard that little man,
as he stood on the platform, facing a large crowd of people, say something like, The angel of the Lord is no
more than just a few feet away. The apostles in the book of Acts, (You can read it) ministered in many
ways as angelic beings came and ministered in their way, to whatever God wanted to do in that hour. Did
an angel have to do it? No. The power of God was ministered through angels. The scripture says in the
book of Acts that Jesus was raised by the power of God. We realize this, that within that power realm, there
is an angelic being dispatched from the presence of God to activate and carry out the plan and mind of God.
Angels are ministering spirits sent forth to them that shall be heirs of salvation. Again it says in Hebrews,
(written by the apostle Paul) God made His angels ministering spirits, and his ministers, meaning his
earthly messengers or preachers, a flame of fire. An angel came down and rolled away the stone that sealed
Jesus' tomb; and He who was dead, came forth alive, never to die again. That is why you read in Luke and
Mark's account, how that early in the morning on the first day of the week, (which is the Greek Sunday)
certain women came to the sepulchre where Jesus had been lain and found only an angel sitting inside the
tomb; and he informed them of the fact that Jesus was no longer in there. In Mark 16:6, you find the angel
speaking to them, saying unto them, "Be not affrighted: Ye seek Jesus of Nazareth, which was
crucified: He is risen; He is not here: behold the place where they laid Him. That tomb was empty.
Hallelujah! He came forth by the power of God the Creator, on the first day of the week.

WHY CHRISTIANS WORSHIP ON THE FIRST DAY OF THE



WEEK-INSTEAD OF THE JEWISH SABBATH

Well what about this thing of meeting for worship on Sunday instead of Saturday the Sabbath day?
Saturday was the Jewish worship day; but you can read in the New Testament that it was the disciples
which chose to worship God together on the first day of the week. That does not make us pagans, just
because we worship God on the day of our Savior's resurrection. It is written in the writings of the
antinicean fathers and all those other men of the early church period, that it was the disciples who chose the
first day of the week for worship, because Jesus arose on the first day of the week. Furthermore why would
the apostle Paul say what he did to the Corinthian assembly, if they were not meeting on the first day of the
week? Notice, (1 Corinthians 16:1-2) "Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I have given
order to the churches of Galatia, even so do ye. Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay
by him in store, as God hath prospered him, that there be no gatherings when I come." That is enough
to let us know when that first age Church assembled for worship. They were taking up a collection for the
poor saints at Jerusalem; and bringing it in upon the first day of the week. Well that sheaf offering, as the
priest would wave it and offer it unto the Lord on the day following the Jewish Sabbath, which would occur
within the Passover period, set the type for what was to come later. Jesus, His advent had to come precisely
where He would be crucified at the time the Passover lamb was to be slain. He was taken captive on
Thursday evening, He would be on the cross by nine o'clock the next morning, and He would die in the
afternoon hours. No, He did not lay a full three days and a full three nights in the heart of the earth. But He
was supposed to, Bro. Jackson, He said He would, some people say. I know that is worded like that; but we
do know this, If Jesus had been in the ground literally, a full seventy two hours, then decay would have set
in, bloating and breaking down the cells of the body. Is that not right? Well the psalmist David wrote,
(under inspiration of the Spirit) that His Holy One was not to see corruption; therefore it was not to be
allowed, that His body would experience any kind of degeneration. Listen to this, ACT 13:35 "Wherefore
He saith also in another Psalm, Thou shalt not suffer thine Holy One to see corruption.” That was the
apostle Paul testifying of the faith he had in Christ, and quoting that particular Psalm of David, to vindicate
the fact that Jesus could not be allowed to lie in that tomb long enough for deterioration of His physical
body to begin. Notice how the apostle Paul proves that David was writing about Jesus, and not himself.
(Acts 13:36-37) "For David, after he had served his own generation by the will of God, fell on sleep,
(died) and was laid unto his fathers, and saw corruption: (His body decayed, and turned back to the
elements it was made up of.) But He, (Jesus) whom God raised again, saw no corruption. Why? Simply
because He did not stay dead a full three days and nights. Does that discredit the accuracy of the scriptures?
No. It just confuses those educated divinity students that try to interpret everything without any revelation
of what God is doing, and what He seeks to accomplish by what He is doing. God had the scriptures written
in a way that leaves the theology professors and students scratching their heads; because they cannot put
the whole picture together. Yet He reveals the true picture to those who are hungry for the truth of His
word; and gives them something to grow on, spiritually speaking. Praise His name!

THE PROPHET DANIEL WRITING OF OUR DAY

The Christian Church has been in existence for almost two thousand years; and the writings of the prophets
of the Old Testament concerning the things that are to take place in the time we live in, have been lying
right here in the scriptures all of that time, with very little being understood about them, until this particular
generation came upon the scene. After God anointed His prophet messenger to this age to fulfill his calling,
He began to reveal through him (that messenger) the things the prophets had written of concerning the end
of the age; and also many other things that for ages have been only topics for discussion and heated
debates. We now know the truth about the forbidden fruit in the garden of Eden, the serpent seed, the
prehistoric age, and the beast of Daniel's and the apostle John's writings. Let us now go to Daniel 12:1, and
notice how this is worded. Daniel had been praying, and I want you to know, after we leave chapter 9,
which gives us the chronology and order of the seventy weeks of prophetic time left to the Jews, the angel
of the Lord then takes him through these following chapters, breaking down the oncoming beast period, the
Greek as well as into the Roman period. It culminates right out into the last days that you and I live in,
when the antichrist, the world dictator will be on the scene. Now we are picking up the account as the angel
spoke to Daniel. "And at that time shall Michael stand up, (Michael is one of the arch angels, just like
Gabriel, but this angel Michael is more or less the guardian angel that watches over the nation of Israel.)



the great prince which standeth for the children of thy people: (Which is Israel. I want you to notice
this 12th chapter of Daniel, and lay it beside the 12th chapter of the book of Revelation, and you are
looking at the same nation; and seeing the same picture in both. You cannot help but notice that chapter 12
of both these books, contain the same things. Each one brings out a beautiful, and a perfect picture. The
angel of the Lord is telling Daniel that this great angel will stand up for the children of Israel,) and there
shall be a time of trouble, (That refers to the last three and one half years of the seventieth week of Daniel,
which will be fulfilled to the Jews; but will affect many others that are not Jews. It is the world's great
tribulation period, which is somewhere just ahead of us.) such as never was since there was a nation even
to that same time: (No matter what you read in history, and no matter how dark that period of history may
appear to have been, yet the whole world is destined to go through a three and one half year period which
will be the world's darkest, most horrible, wretched time ever.) and at that time thy people (Israel) shall
be delivered, every one that shall be found written in the book." Naturally that pertains to the ones
whose names are (because of the foreknowledge of God) already written in the book of life from before the
foundation of the world. Not every Jew will be saved. Only those who receive the message of their two
prophets will God set His seal of acceptance upon, of all of those who are in the land of Israel in that time
of their ministry. Not every Gentile who goes to a "church meeting" regularly will be accepted. Only those
who gladly receive the word of revelation truth for their hour of time, will God set His seal of acceptance
upon. He is not seeking church members; He is gleaning His foreknown, predestinated seed from among
the "religious" people of the world in this hour of time. In other words, There is no time left, for people of
God just to play church. It is time for every true child of God to be as serious about serving their Creator in
the spirit of revealed truth, as they have ever been about anything in life. It is he that hath an ear to hear,
that God will speak to in this late hour of time, just before the curtain closes for Gentiles. Once the Spirit of
God turns back to the Jew, no Gentile will ever be drawn to repentance again. The seven years left to the
nation of Israel will close out the Laodicean Age; and usher in the coming of their King, to rule upon earth
for a thousand years, from the Jewish temple that will shortly be built in Jerusalem. We know all of this has
to be taken in through the mind, and received into our spirit, in order for it to be a revelation we would be
willing to die for; so it is just as it has always been. It is proclaimed to all; and only those whose spirit is
conditioned to receive God's truth will gladly receive it. All of the rest who hear the word of God preached
and appear to receive it, will fall into one of the first three categories Jesus mentioned in the parable of the
seed sower, in the 13th chapter of Matthew. This is why when we go to the 7th chapter of Revelation, we
see where an element of Jewish men making a total of 144,000, are definitely sealed away by the Spirit of
God, they will have ears to hear the message of their two prophets, according to what John wrote in chapter
11, concerning their ministry. When will they be sealed away? They are sealed away during the first half of
Daniel's seventieth week, them as well as a remnant of the whole nation which is characterized and
portrayed to Bible readers as "the woman" in chapter 12. Those two things have to be accomplished within
the first three and one half years. First the 144,000 are sealed. They are messengers. When the great break
comes, and the great tribulation starts, then the 144,000 will flee to the various nations they come out of, to
preach the everlasting gospel to their brethren still in dispersion among the nations. However the woman
that is represented by the other remnant which will be sealed away, will flee into some place God has
already prepared to receive her and care for her until the storm passes over, and Jesus is back on earth in
bodily form to rule and reign. Why will they have to flee? To get away from what? This terrible time of
trouble Daniel wrote of, such as the world has never seen since Israel has been a nation, and will never see
again. That terrible time of trouble is described in Revelation, chapters 8 and 9. It occurs under the last
three woes. Let us finish reading here in Daniel. "And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth
shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt." Now if we did not
have other scriptures in the Bible concerning this prophetic promise, we would not know how to digest it,
nor to apply it and look toward a resurrection. Just this one scripture standing alone does not give us the
whole picture. However when you take it and lay it alongside all the other scriptures that deal with the
same thing, the picture clears up. Here is how it looks to the natural mind, just taking what the angel has
told Daniel. It looks like, at that time, when many that sleep (that means in death) in the dust of the earth,
shall awake, that there is definitely going to be a resurrection that will bring up both the good and the evil
ones that have gone by the way of death. It would sound like there is going to be a resurrection of the good,
and a resurrection of the bad, all at the same time. However as we go on in this message, we will learn from
other scriptures, and understand that this is not the order at all. This is a prophecy that conveys a promise,
and that is all it does. There is definitely a promise of a resurrection, that gives people a hope and
something to believe in and trust in, but who would know when or how this is all going to come about, if



there was nothing else said about it in the Bible? This next verse gives us a picture of the living, how they
will be affected. "And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; and they that
turn many to righteousness as the stars for ever and ever." That is the state of what others that are
living will be portrayed as, as their life and testimony and affect they have on society, goes on into that
hour. What I really want you to notice above all else though, is that verse 2, speaks of a resurrection of
something that was dead. Then I want you to pay attention to verse 4. "But thou, O Daniel, shut up the
words, and seal the book, even to the time of the end: many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall
be increased." It was another five hundred years before the advent of Christ, and time wise, the social,
political, and material pattern of life did not change very much during all that time. However just look at
the hour you and I live in. Can you not say knowledge has been increased? There is hardly a thing that
modern man has not thought of and devised. In fact he has become so intelligent in his own way of
learning, he has forgotten all about God. The book that our founding fathers respected and believed in,
though they did not understand very much of it, has been set aside. Modern man has no time for a book
they say is full of myths. Though our founding father's did not understand very much of it, they trusted it
because they knew it was the infallible word of God. I heard one of the T.V. News Broadcaster's say that
our nation has reached 250 million in population. I am sad to say, We are living in a nation of millions of
people that have no knowledge or concept of God whatsoever. They appear as though they do not even care
whether there is a God or not. I tell you, when you know there is a God and you know His Word is true,
and you know there is going to be an accounting of how we live our lives here on earth, you sure do not
want to face that hour without our precious Lord and Savior Jesus Christ on your side. Well this is the first
prophecy we look at, that begins to give the believer in God something to hold on to. The Jewish saints
who were given types and shadows of something that was coming in future time, knew there was going to
be a resurrection; but they had no idea whatsoever when, or where, nor how. Well, we do know that in that
long period of the Law dispensation, when they were required to walk before God according to the word of
their prophets, there were people raised from the dead, at various times. They were not raised from the dead
into immortality. They were raised back into the same mortal state they had previously existed in.
Therefore, somewhere, later on in life they died again. In other words, If there is any hope for the believer,
it has to rest on the fact of a sure resurrection. We will be reunited with those that we have known in days
gone by, if it be that we are all in the Lord Jesus. In Matthew 7:13, Jesus said, "Enter ye in at the strait
gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which
go in thereat: Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there
be that find it." You may see great numbers going to church every week; but very few of them have
actually entered into the way that leads to eternal life. Just merely going to some church every time the
door is opened is a far cry from having that gift of eternal life abiding in you. In Romans 8:9, the apostle
Paul wrote, "But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you.
Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of His." Then he wrote, in verse 11, "But if the
Spirit of Him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, He that raised up Christ from the dead
shall also quicken your mortal bodies by His Spirit that dwelleth in you." Let me say this now, Those
who outrightly reject the word of revealed truth for this hour, do not have the Spirit of Christ abiding in
them. Would the very Spirit that is God, reject the word of God? That would be like denying Himself.
Brothers and sisters, the scriptures do not lie. What God has said, He means; and what He has said He will
do, He will do it.

IS THE SPIRIT AND THE SOUL OF MAN THE SAME THING?

As we leave the book of Daniel, let us keep in mind, every righteous soul that has died, no matter how they
died, their spirit and their soul has left that body of flesh and bones. Every righteous soul rests in Paradise
awaiting the time for its ultimate reward; and every wicked, or unrighteous soul has gone to that place of
torment. That place represents total separation from God. I have been asked the question so many times,
Bro. Jackson, is the spirit and the soul the same? I will use this to illustrate, Just suppose there is a glass full
of water sitting here. The glass represents the body that contains that water. That water is clear. It is liquid.
The water in that glass types the spirit of life. That life that you are made up of, came from God. God took
of Himself, and as He separates that measure allotted to you, He does that in order to begin the beginning
of what He wants as a son or daughter that will have certain attributes and likeness of Him. First we need to
understand that this which is life itself, is what the water represents. Just suppose though, that we want to




turn this into a drink that has a flavor, and color, and that has certain nutrients in it. This means we will
have to take some other elements and incorporate them into it. For the sake of illustration, just say we are
going to make an orange drink. We take something that has the orange flavor, whether that is an extract or
dried powder, or something that carries that orange flavor, and we are going to put that in the glass. The
minute we put that in the glass, we are going to notice two things. First it has color. It is going to be an
orange color. Then it is going to have flavor. It will no longer taste like water. It now has an orange flavor;
but now we want to get rid of a lot of that acid taste, so we put some sugar in. The minute we put that sugar
in, it dissolves. It does not make the orange color any more orange than it was already; and it does not make
the taste of orange any stronger. It just blends away that acid taste and gives it a sweet taste. The sugar in
there, is what gives it that "I want some more" taste. What have we done? It is still just a glass full of
something to drink, like it started out. Well when God made you and me, He first took of Himself that
measure of spirit that was to be our human spirit. Then He incorporated into that, those characteristics that
portray you and me as we are. All people are not alike in their human makeup. Some are ever so timid, and
others are very bold. He did not make us all to look alike. You wonder where He could get such differences
that no two of us look exactly alike in every detail. He puts these different attributes in us, like the five
senses. These five senses that He puts into the spirit, that gives the inner life person you are, an outlet
through the flesh. We see, hear, taste, smell and feel. That is how you make contact with things of the earth.
Without those senses, your life here in the earth can be very handicapped. If you cannot hear, many times
you can walk right into the path of danger, simply because you do not have eyes in the back of your head.
Many times we can hear what we cannot see; and there are other times when we see danger and do not hear
a thing. Therefore good hearing and good eyesight are things to be very thankful for if we have them. What
about the sense of feel? You can feel hot and cold; but you cannot see nor hear either one; so it is a blessing
to be able to enjoy the sense of feel. Smell and taste are both very useful also. It is true, one can live
without these senses; but such a person is very handicapped. Therefore those five senses need to be in
there. Then there is the ability to receive and retain knowledge, incorporated into our makeup. The
knowledge capability we have, is what helps us understand things that relate to our earthly being, while we
are here in this life. If you did not have the ability to retain what you just saw, felt, heard and so forth, you
would go from day to day, having to go through the same things all over again. The ability to learn, to
understand, and to know how to relate your life here to the things around you is wonderful; but above all
else, it is through that ability to retain knowledge that we associate ourselves to our Creator. I am using this
to help you understand the difference between soul and spirit. When God separated from Himself that spirit
of life, and put inside it those attributes and characteristics that are attributed to you, that is the soul. The
spirit, and those characteristics that make you what you are, cannot be separated. When death separates you
from the flesh, those attributes and senses are not separated from the spirit. The spirit and the soul are
completely inseparable. So death puts the body in the ground, in the outer crust of the circle we have on
this little chart representing the earth. The good part is, death puts the inner spirit person you really are, in
paradise. Which up until Calvary was in the heart of the earth; but since Calvary, is in the heavenly realm.
That is why you hear some people say, "It is either heaven or hell;" there is no in between. There are people
in this world that spend much hard earned money, paying some priest to pray a loved one out of Purgatory;
when there is no such possibility. If death comes knocking on your door when you are in a state of
separation from God, that is how the story ends for you. No one else, no matter how righteous they are, can
ever change your state of separation from God, if you fail to make that change yourself. God gave King
David an insight into this thing of our state after the breath of life goes out of us. Even though he made
mistakes, he still walked with God; and it is written, that he was a man after God's own heart. Notice a few
words of David, here in Psalms 16, verses 8-11. "I have set the Lord always before me: because He is at
my right hand, I shall not be moved. Therefore my heart is glad, and my glory rejoiceth: my flesh
also shall rest in hope. For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell; neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One
(meaning Jesus) to see corruption. Thou wilt shew me the path of life: in thy presence is fulness of joy;
at thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore. He said his flesh could rest in hope, simply because
he could see a resurrection. "For thou will not leave my soul in hell," lets us know those in the paradise part
of what is commonly referred to as hell, went into it with a sure hope, that one day they would come out of
there. When he said, "Neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption,” his thoughts jumped all
the way from himself to the Lord Jesus Christ. That is the way those Old Testament prophecies were; the
prophet would be looking at a present condition; and all of a sudden he would prophesy something way off
into the future. We have already covered that particular thought when we were speaking of the fact that
Jesus could not be allowed to lie in that tomb for a full 3 days and 3 nights, lest His body would for sure,




see corruption. Even Job, the prophet that lived 1500 years before Christ, had the revelation that there
would be a resurrection. Notice his words in chapter 19, verses 25-27. "For I know that my Redeemer
liveth, and that He shall stand at the latter day upon the earth: And though after my skin worms
destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God: Whom I shall see for myself, and mine eyes shall
behold, and not another; though my reins be consumed within me. He knew that in that fleshly body he
would be resurrected. That is the same hope we have, that if death overtakes us before the Lord Jesus
comes again, we will still be in the rapture; because the apostle Paul wrote that the dead in Christ would be
raised, and those still alive would be caught up together with them to meet the Lord. Therefore with these
scriptural insights, and with this explanation about the spirit and the soul, I believe we should move ahead
with our subject.

WHAT JESUS TAUGHT ABOUT THE FIRST RESURRECTION

We will leave the book of Daniel and move on to the advent of Christ; and we will look at St. John, chapter
5, first. Jesus really opened up the subject of the resurrection, as He spoke here in this setting. As we read,
please notice who is doing the talking. Jesus has been talking about resurrection and so forth; and says this,
(verse 20) "For the Father loveth the Son, and showeth Him all things that Himself doeth: and He
will show Him greater works than these, that ye may marvel. (be surprised) For as the Father raiseth
up the dead, and quickeneth them; (makes them alive) even so the Son quickeneth whom He will."
Now in this phrase of speech, He is talking about things, we will say, that pertain to the dead being made
alive again. "For the Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all judgment unto the Son: That all
men should honour the Son, even as they honour the Father. He that honoureth not the Son
honoureth not the Father which hath sent Him." This would be a good place to go right off into a
thought on the Godhead; but we will forego that at this time. This lets us know what Jesus said, there,
concerning Himself and the Father. The Father is one object of thought. The Son is another object of
thought. Yet as Jesus is speaking this, we must believe that the Father, the first and foremost, who is the
Creator, the life giver, the life supplier, is in the Son, in the fullness of all His expressed attributes, to show
lost mankind His mercy and grace and ability and willingness to save those that are lost. We do not mean to
be bypassing the Son; for all things have to be brought through the Son. Therefore He that honoureth the
Son, and seeth the Son in the true picture, cannot help but see the Father also; but he that wants to honour
the Father and say, We see no need for the Son, is missing the whole picture. "Verily, verily, I say unto
you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on Him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not
come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life." He is talking about a spiritual death in that
sense of the word. Notice this, "Verily, verily, I say unto you, The hour is coming, and now is, when the
dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God; and they that hear shall live." That was right then, and
now, they that hear the word and understand it in its right way, can immediately have resurrected, or eternal
life in their soul, and He was not yet talking about a physical resurrection. "For as the Father hath life in
Himself; so hath He given to the Son to have life in Himself; And hath given Him authority to execute
judgment also, because He is the Son of Man." He is talking about judging sin for what it is, because it is
the unbelief that rules and dominates man's unwillingness to hear or see what Jesus is talking about. Now
He leaves that frame of thought and notice what He says. "Marvel not at this: (What did He mean by that?
Do not be surprised. Do not become confused. Do not let this statement shake you up.) for the hour is
coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear His voice. (Now what is He talking about? Is
He talking about the same thing as in these other verses? No. He has left that frame of thought. He is now
turning to a physical death situation.) And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the
resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation." That is exactly
why the Jewish society today, having only the Law and the prophets coming up through Daniel, they look
for a general resurrection, because that is the way they interpret Daniel, chapter 12. If we just take what
Jesus said here, once again it almost sounds like Jesus is talking about a general resurrection, both of the
good and bad, all at the same time; but we already know this, as we go on in this message which we are
titling "The First Resurrection," that this is not how it is going to come about at all. It is important that we
understand the order of these things we are looking at, so we will go into it from a little different standpoint
shortly; and ask, When does the rapture take place? and where is it applied. The rapture does not take place
in Revelation 20:4-5, where we read a while ago. Absolutely not. The rapture has already taken place long
before Revelation 20, verse 4. While we are looking at this particular point, let us go to Matthew, chapter



27, and we will notice what happened when Jesus' earthly ministry was finished. The words Jesus spoke in
St. John 5, were spoken in the early days of His ministry, without any further explanation to the disciples,
and without giving them anything to look to for the revelation. He just left them with that promise, "The
hour is coming when all that are in the graves shall come forth. They that have done good to the
resurrection of life, and they that have done evil to the resurrection of damnation." That did not put it
in any order of fulfillment or anything. It was the truth; but the revelation of when and how would have to
come later. Now we will look at what is recorded in Matthew 27; and this is not the words of Jesus; this is
the writing of the apostle Matthew, as he recorded what happened after Christ rose from the dead. If Christ
rose from the dead, and we know He did, what was He fulfilling as pertaining to the Law? Well the apostle
Paul wrote in 1 corinthians 15:20, "But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the first fruits of
them that slept." He was not the first fruits, unless there was a plurality that came up with Him. Will you
not agree? [ must say it that way, because, If He was the first fruits, then it is because others came out of
the graves with Him, or at the same interval of time. If others did not come with Him, then He was the first
fruit from among the dead. Well nevertheless the Law of Moses contained an observance that pointed
exactly to that. We are in Matthew 27. Jesus has been crucified. We know there was a great earthquake and
the veil of the temple was rent; but do we really see anything in that? Verse 51 says, "And, behold, the veil
of the temple was rent in twain." This veil was that inner partition that separated the sanctuary part of the
temple, or the front part of the temple from the little room, or that area which was called the Holy of
Holies. This veil separated the two areas and only one priest, once each year, went behind, or beyond that
veil. However out there in the sanctuary part where the table of shewbread sat, and the Menorah, (the seven
golden candlesticks) and all those other things, other priests would come in there and burn incense, and
offer prayer at certain times of the day. Of course all those things were types. Only one priest, once each
year, on the day of atonement, took the blood of that atonement sacrifice that had been offered upon the
altar, and went beyond the veil into the very presence of the ark of the covenant where the Shekinah glory
was. (This priest typed Christ.) He went right into the very presence of the Shekinah glory, which typed the
deityship of God invested in the person of Jesus, who is the Christ. As that priest went into that setting on
the day of atonement, we know this, his prayer, and his presenting himself there, only pushed the sins of the
believers ahead. It did not eradicate the sins. It pushed them ahead for one more year of time. It was just
like a bank renewing a bank note for another year; God renewed the note by making them feel guiltless,
they were forgiven. However when Jesus died on the cross, He who was the fulfilling of all that which was
types, oh brothers and sisters, as He died and the earth was rocked with that earthquake, God was saying,
This is the end of the types and shadows, because the veil was rent. Never again will that veil mean
anything. Well Bro. Jackson, will the Jews build a temple. They absolutely will; but that has nothing at all
to do with changing the structure of the Old Testament types. Keep in mind, the Jews were blinded to this,
in part. God knew this. It was all a part of His plan. The fact they were blinded to it, was so God could
eventually turn to the Gentiles, this bunch of filthy Gentiles that had always worshipped pagan gods; and
give us the hope and promise of eternal life. Then as He turns back to the Jew, sure He will pick right up
where He left off; but they will not crucify the Savior again. When that veil was rent, that was God's way of
saying to the old covenant, it is finished. That is why it is written, Christ is the end of the Law to everyone
that believeth. Let us just watch. "And, behold, the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to
the bottom; and the earth did quake, and the rocks rent; And the graves were opened; and many
bodies of the saints which slept arose, And came out of the graves after his resurrection, and went
into the holy city, and appeared unto many." There was definitely a resurrection; so I ask you, At that
time, who could they be that were resurrected? Only righteous, saintly people that had died, all the way
back from the beginning of time. That would take you right back to Abel; and come right on down through
the various centuries of time, to the time of Christ's first advent. I will say this, We have to realize that
some of those bodies had been lying there for hundreds of years. I am sure of this one thing also, Abel was
not buried in Jerusalem. Abel was buried somewhere else. We are talking about before the flood. How
many understand what I am saying? It was at Jerusalem, the focal point, where this great event of a
resurrection is going to first be set in order. There at Jerusalem will sin be atoned for. There at Jerusalem
will the Redeemer appear. At Jerusalem will the resurrection start. Now it does not tell us whether there
were other saintly people resurrected anywhere else in the Middle East areas of the world. Furthermore
since it does not tell us that, we do not have to let our mind's even drift into such a trend of thinking. The
main thing is, God took out of the ground, and out of paradise, righteous spirits of those that had died
before that time. One thing is sure, When Jesus rose from the dead, and later went into heaven itself, this
destroyed this part of hell. Whether all the righteous bodies were taken out at that time is immaterial. It did



take all the righteous spirits of those that had been held in that portion of hell. That is where Paul, years
later, could write in the Ephesian letter and say what he did. That is where we will pick up now; and go into
greater detail.

WHY THERE IS CONFUSION ABOUT THE RESURRECTION

I am asking the Lord to help me put the rest of this message together in a way to make it an enjoyable thing
for us to know. If I had time to relate some of the confusion that is going on right now in the religious
world, over the very thing that we are on, this resurrection and the rapture, you would better understand
why I say, It is important that we get the picture straight in our thinking. You have never seen the like of
controversy there is in the world today, among the religious realm of humanity, about anything else in the
Bible, like it is about the resurrection, the rapture, and a secret translation before the tribulation period, or
whether it takes place after the tribulation has started, or after it is ended. The one article I read, tries to lay
the blame all on a Jesuit priest back in 1800's, a priest from Chili, saying that he is the one that concocted
this idea. They try to tell in this article that there was no such thing as the secret rapture, taught by the first
age Christians. Well I will have to say, Any mind that talks like that, left the track before reaching their
destination. You would have to be blind, not to see it here in the Bible. We have touched many of these
things already, on paradise, hell, and the place of torment. We are trying to bring this all in, What does
redemption in Christ accomplish in the fact there is to be a resurrection, when we know according to Daniel
chapter 12 and St. John chapter 5, both of those scriptures would leave us with the thought that there is
going to be a general resurrection wherein some are raised to life and some to eternal damnation. However
when we go further in the New Testament, after the advent of Christ, it is then that we begin to feel like the
revelation began to drop upon the Church. Later in that first age, the Church began to deal with the subject,
and to divide the events that all constitute this thing of the first resurrection. We want to say this, The
resurrection of the body you and I have lived in, in this life, is as much a part of redemption as the
redemption of the soul and spirit of mankind. That is why we read in Romans 8, where the apostle Paul is
speaking of the redemption of the purchased possession, that the manifestation of the sons of God can not
and will not be until after the body has been changed from mortal to immortality. Therefore they would
have to be a resurrection of those that are dead in Christ and those that are alive in Christ at His coming.
Then and then alone will there be an era of that time taught by Paul in Romans 8, that there will be a
manifestation. Now the word manifestation or manifest, means to put on display, to reveal, or to make
known. Therefore in that sense we can see the Millennium age coming up, which covers one thousand
years of time. It is a dispensation. That is when the manifestation of the sons of God will be a reality. They
will be revealed, made known to the whole creation the world over, simply because redemption has
constituted that. Therefore the Millennium is a furtherance of redeeming the earth, restoring back to the
earth, regenerating the earth, as we taught in the other subject. When the Millennium is over and we see the
second resurrection, we will see in closing out this subject, that the second resurrection is a resurrection of
everything that has death attributed to it. No matter whether it goes from the beginning of time to the end,
everything that is laying in the ground will be considered lifeless, and have no eternal life attributed to it at
all. We are going to go back and pick up the scriptures in Matthew 27 and deal with the 51st verse, to lay
down the thought of what took place at the resurrection of Christ. As we said earlier, In the heart of the
earth, up until the advent of Christ, there were two realms in which the spirit of all that died on the earth
due to the penalty of death imputed to mankind because of Adam's sin, went. The righteous went into a
place called paradise and the wicked went to a place called Hades. The whole thing was hell, which simply
means, a place of imprisonment. Even the righteous were in hell, in that sense of the scriptural term.. We
have a lot of church going people today, their mouths drop wide open when you say something like that;
because they automatically think hell is a bad place. They do not realize that hell meant a place of the
imprisonment of the soul and spirit of the inner person. Therefore as we read here, God's redemption
through Christ has come. He has been crucified, and hung on the cross, died for the sins of the whole
human race, past, present, and future. Death has taken His life. His body is taken and laid in a tomb in the
earth's surface. But we know according to the Psalm, the inner life of Jesus did not go to the tomb. It
descended into hell. Since it descended into hell, we quoted this earlier, from the 16th Psalm, verses 8-10,
where David was inspired to write this Psalm, and he had a revelation. That revelation inspired him to
speak these words in the Psalm, prophetic words, where he said he foresaw the Lord always before his face,
meaning he kept the Lord constantly before him in everything he endeavored to do, The Lord was his



means of existence and strength and such like. Because of that, then God gave him the assurance of his
glory, or that his flesh would rest in hope, having a promise and assurance that though death one day would
take him, and he would go to hell, God would not leave his soul in hell, that place of imprisoned spirits.
Because of that, he could see that neither would God, the great eternal spirit, allow His holy One, His
means of redemption to see corruption. That means His physical body would not go beyond the hours of
decomposition and breakdown. As we read here, we want to take this verse of scripture, and see what it
actually points us to. We have to realize, Matthew was writing the account years after the event was all
over. Therefore he was squeezing developments together. He tells in the 51st verse, the very hour that
Christ died on the cross, "And, behold, the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the
bottom; and the earth did quake, (It literally shook. That is what is signified here. The earth's cracks
open here.) and the rocks rent; (busted apart) And the graves were opened; and many bodies of the
saints which slept arose." Notice that it does say saints, plural; and nothing at all is said about the wicked
and unregenerate element of mankind. It is speaking of saints, people who believed and trusted in God. We
do know that as the children of Israel eventually came out of Egyptian bondage and settled in the land of
Palestine, later as God chose the city of Jerusalem, the place to reveal His name, this would lead many
Jewish people who were trusting fully in God, to want to be buried near or around the Jerusalem area.
Somehow they had a glimmer of insight, that one day there would be a great event take place there. We can
go back to Job and see how related to that. However before the event actually took place, no one knew
exactly where, when, nor how this great event would begin to unfold.many. I would never attempt to be
dogmatic about some of these things we have so little written about; but what is written clearly, I believe it
is alright to teach. I just do not believe we should try to get so technical about some things. People will say,
Bro. Jackson: When the graves were opened at the time Jesus arose and many of the saints came forth, did
that include all of those who believed in God, all the way back to Abel? I will not go so far as to say that. |
will say this, We need to let God do a few things the way He has purposed to, without us having to have all
the details. Some people are forever trying to learn something new about the scriptures, and they devote
very little time to trying to live their lives according to what they know already. He took out of the ground
every major patriarch and saint that He saw fit to take, those who would bear an infallible testimony for His
glory and honor. I am persuaded of that. Remember this, In heaven, when the apostle John was taken up,
and saw the four and twenty elders sitting around that throne, we have said this before, they were all earthly
men. There would be twelve from the Old Testament, twelve from the New Testament. Therefore if there is
twelve from the Old Testament, we are not saying who they are. But they are definitely going to be
patriarchs, one's that have stood out in time. That has to come into the mind and plan of God. Concerning
those bodies that arose, the question can be asked, Were they raised in a mortal state, like they had
previously been in, before they were buried, or were they raised in an immortal state? If we look at this
picture in a sensible way, we are going to have to come to the conclusion, that they were raised in an
immortal status. Think of it. If God would have went to the trouble of raising a saint that has been in the
ground, six or seven hundred years, you know the body would have been completely decomposed. There is
no problem with God raising it from the dead and restoring all the atoms and molecules back to the original
status; but you would have to ask, What would that accomplish? Those who believed the word of God
already knew He could raise dead people back to mortal life; and that they would die again in due time; but
this resurrection that took place at the time Jesus was raised, I am persuaded, had a much higher purpose. It
says they appeared in the city; so if they were in the city, they were no longer hanging around the cemetery.
They were not ghosts. They were real flesh and bones people; and they were raised up for a purpose. The
scripture says they appeared in the city and were made known to many. That is not going into great detail
and becoming too technical, to say that, nor to say this, If they were not raised in a glorified body, then how
do we explain what happened to them after being raised up, back to a mortal state of flesh? Did they live on
for several more years and die like Lazarus did? Remember Jesus raised people from the dead during the
time of His ministry; but He never did raise anyone into immortality. It was not time. He raised Lazarus
from the dead, when he had been dead for days; and was already stinking; but He did not raise him to
immortality. He was raised in the mortal state; therefore he died again later, and was buried just like any
other mortal person. On the other hand, none of these saints it speaks of here, were ever identified again as
such. Nowhere is it written, what happened to them after they were resurrected. Where did they go to? Well
we have to put the picture together in our mind, that this was the beginning of God fulfilling His type which
is written in Leviticus 23:10-16. We will read the whole 7 verses. "Speak unto the children of Israel, and
say unto them, When ye be come into the land which I give unto you, and shall reap the harvest
thereof, then ye shall bring a sheaf of the first fruits of your harvest unto the priest: And he shall



wave the sheaf before the Lord, to be accepted for you: on the morrow after the sabbath the priest
shall wave it. And ye shall offer that day when ye wave the sheaf an he lamb without blemish of the
first year for a burnt offering unto the Lord. And the meat offering thereof shall be two tenth deals
of fine flour mingled with oil, an offering made by fire unto the Lord for a sweet savour: and the
drink offering thereof shall be of wine, the fourth part of an hin. And ye shall eat neither bread, nor
parched corn, nor green ears, until the selfsame day that ye have brought an offering unto your God:
it shall be a statute for ever throughout your generations in all your dwellings. And ye shall count
unto you from the morrow after the sabbath, from the day that ye brought the sheaf of the wave
offering; seven sabbaths shall be complete: Even unto the morrow after the seventh sabbath shall ye
number fifty days; and ye shall offer a new meat offering unto the Lord." I have already brought this
in, how that once the children of Israel were in the land of promise, when the spring of the year would
come and their crops were ripe and ready for harvest, the owner of the land, before the reapers come and
cut the crop, would go into the field. I do not see him going in to a shallow, poor ground. I see him going
where it stands out so vigorous, right to the best he has. He cuts a bundle, a sheaf of this grain. He ties it in
a bundle. What is this for? In the natural, it is the first fruits of his total harvest. He takes that to the priest at
the temple, or at the tabernacle, whatever the case might have been. We know it was a tabernacle at first,
later it became a temple. The priest was to pile that up, and on the morning after the Sabbath, (All of this
typed the beginning of God's resurrection plan.) this bundle was to be brought by the priest and waved
before the Lord as the first fruits of the harvest. As the priest, on resurrection morning, went and did that in
the natural, with those bundles of grain, that is why it is written in Mark's gospel, St. John's gospel,
Matthew's account, that early in the morning, dawning toward the first day of the week, just before the
rising of the sun, came Mary Magdalene and those other women, with spices. They wanted to see if they
could prepare the body of Jesus for proper burial and future entombment. However when they got there, He
was no longer in the tomb. They were met by an angel of the Lord, which said, Why seek ye the living
among the dead? He is not here. He is risen. We know this, Jesus is the first fruits of those that were
dead. Therefore if these graves were literally opened, and fulfilled at the resurrection of Jesus what I
believe they did, as Jesus was on earth about the space of forty days after His resurrection, personally
giving vindication to His existence and resurrection, I believe those other resurrected saints did likewise. I
believe they also appeared from time to time, to give testimony to some of those living Jewish people, that
something had happened that vindicated the hope they held dear to their heart's. They could see, and they
could recognize who those old saints were. That left a sure testimony for them, of the fact that what they
had been believing was coming to pass. Those first age Christians had sure testimony of what God was
doing; and it is by their word that we also can be sure of what God is doing; and of what He will do, as time
closes out. At this time, the time of that phase of the first resurrection when Jesus and those Old Testament
saints arose, those saints came out of paradise. That is where their spirits came from. Their spirits did not
come from heaven, like we would expect today. Their spirits came out of paradise, which at that time was
still in the heart of the earth. Let us go to Luke's account, to show you what I mean. Luke wrote concerning
when Jesus hung on the cross and the one thief looked over and began to criticize and try to humiliate
Jesus, the other thief just merely said, (Luke 23:42) "Lord, remember me when thou comest into thy
kingdom." For that, Jesus made him a promise. Let me just read it to you; so you can get the whole picture
together. (Luke 23:39-43) "And one of the malefactors which were hanged railed on him, saying, If
thou be Christ, save thyself and us. But the other answering rebuked him, saying, Dost not thou fear
God, seeing thou art in the same condemnation? And we indeed justly; for we receive the due reward
of our deeds: but this man hath done nothing amiss. And he said unto Jesus, Lord, remember me
when thou comest into thy kingdom. And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, To day shalt
thou be with me in paradise." Where would that be? In the heart of the earth of course. One criminal
recognized who Jesus was; and the other one saw nothing to distinguish Him from any other man that
might be hung from one of those old crosses. That is how it is. The gospel is preached to all, some believe
it and receive a revelation; and the rest just hear words that mean nothing to them. Therefore this one said,
We deserve to die; but this man has done nothing. What did Jesus say to the one that defended Him and
said, Lord, remember me when thou comest into thy kingdom? "This day thou shalt be with me in
paradise." Jesus knew the minute His life would separate from the body that was going through this
terrible ordeal of suffering for man's chastisement and sin offering, where He would be. He was going to
hell. As He went to hell, He knew this man that had been defending Him, would be going with Him. In
other words, The spirit of that thief was going to go with Him.




WHAT PETER WROTE ABOUT JESUS-AND WHAT HE DID IN HELL

We will go to the Epistle of 1st Peter. Peter, the apostle to the Jewish circumcision, just as Paul was the
apostle to the Gentiles, gave his own expression of what the death of Jesus accomplished in the plan of
God. Neither one of these men, even though they had different revelations at a certain juncture of time
concerning this event, said anything that would contradict what the other one said, or would say. Peter
brings in a thing about Christ Jesus after the death on the cross that no one else expressed exactly the same
way. Peter brings it out like this, 1st Peter 3:18. "For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, (That means
the sins of the whole world.) the just (He was the just one) for the unjust, (The unjust is people like you
and me.) that He might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh, (the flesh He lived in) but
quickened (made alive) by the Spirit: (that which was of God that dwelled in Him. It is that Spirit that
would quicken and make Him alive again.) By which also He went and preached unto the spirits in
prison." That is why we can say that at that time, this whole realm was hell, a place of the imprisoned
soul's of mankind. He went and preached unto the spirits in prison, in hell. "Which sometime were
disobedient, when once (meaning during that period) the longsuffering of God waited in the days of
Noah, while the ark was a preparing, wherein few, that is, eight souls were saved by water." This sets
the type for water baptism, because the water, the flood water covered the earth in that realm where
mankind was. Wherever man was, he had corrupted his surroundings and sinned against God upon the
earth. That is why God, in that judgment, covered the earth with water, to get rid of the traces of sin that
man had given over to. He (God) purposed just to wash it all away; because He wanted to look upon a
clean earth. It set a type. As we go on with this, let us watch some things. We know that Noah preached for
at least a hundred and some odd years; so just think for a minute. He is referred to in the New Testament as
a preacher of righteousness. Well if he was a preacher of righteousness, then there were no doubt times
when these unrighteous mobs would come around to humiliate him; and belittle him because of this thing
he was working on; for every year it was getting larger, as Noah continued to build on it. This no doubt is
what would give God an opportunity to anoint Noah, to preach to this multitude of critics and rejectors of
God. Think for a moment though, of the fact that some no doubt died during that long period of time; and
were placed in the ground. I believe it would be reasonable to assume that there were people dying by
natural causes during that time. Why do I make this point? Simply to say this, It is very possible that there
were a few of those old ones scattered through that hundred and some odd years that died believing what
Noah was preaching. They were not the ones that were going to perish in the flood. They died by natural
causes because they believed what that old man said. All those critics that somehow or other were young
enough, and God would leave alive long enough to taste the very means of this terrible catastrophic
judgment, they heard the same things these others that had died by natural causes heard; but they went to
the torment part of hell. They heard the same thing and they just kept on laughing, making fun and so forth.
They continued right straight on through to that terrible hour of judgment. What about those others, the
ones that died by natural causes? They had nothing to compare Noah's preaching to. There was no law in
existence then, Thou shalt not, thou shalt not, thou shalt not. That was the first time there had ever been a
man talking, or preaching like that; but they believed what he was saying. When Jesus went down into hell
and began to preach to those spirits, we can say this, the righteous ones that had died in the period of time
this terrible evil was going on, it cleared up the picture for them. Jesus did not have to preach to righteous
Abel. How many understand what I am saying? There was no need to preach to Abel because Abel did not
live when sin had multiplied and come to such an ungodly state. For quite a long period there were others
of Abel's category; but once that terrible ordeal of evil set in, others who walked with God, had to do so in
the midst of the whole rotten mess. Just think of Enoch; and the time he lived in. He gave his son a name
Methuselah, which meant, When he is gone, it (judgment) will come. That man lived 969 years though; so
just think of all the sons and daughters that were born in those years before the flood finally came. From
then on to the flood you had thousands upon thousands born and lived in this terrible period. Some turned
away from the evil and died by natural causes. Others, and I would have to believe there were multitudes of
them, were just like so many are today, Everyone else is doing it, so I see nothing wrong in doing what
everyone else is doing. That is what you hear from a lot of children today, when you attempt to correct
them. The great difference between then and now, is the fact that there was no law written. They had
nothing to go by. Nevertheless they were without excuse; because God had Noah on the scene, preaching
righteousness. Nevertheless to clear up the picture, Jesus went right down into hell and preached to all of
them. I hope this gives all of you a little better picture of why it was necessary for Jesus to go preach to
those imprisoned spirits. He certainly did not have to preach to Abel nor any of his kind. There was no need



for. It was those spirits that had lived during the time of this terrible evil environment, without anything
they could look to, that would tell them it was wrong to do as the general trend were doing. That is why
Peter wrote what he did in this Epistle. Jesus preached to them. "By which also He went and preached
unto the spirits in prison; Which sometime were disobedient, when once the longsuffering of God
waited (tarried) in the days of Noah, while the ark was a preparing, wherein few, that is, eight souls
were saved by water. (It set a type of baptism there.) The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also
now save us (not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward
God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ." So when we accept Christ as our Savior we know it is His
blood that was shed to make an atonement for our fallen nature. Nevertheless because I have lived in this
mortal flesh on this earth, in this evil environment, then the evil things I have done living in this flesh that
causes this flesh to carry out the works of the flesh, the fruits of unrighteousness and so forth, then the
baptism of our body in water, is that in the eyes of God we stand as though we had never sinned. The
remembrance of my smoking, my drinking, my cursing and all that is put out of His mind, when I obey
from the heart the gospel of Jesus Christ. It is the blood that atones for the inner man of course; but it is that
water that washes away the things that I have done in this body of flesh. That is why Jesus says in St. John's
writing, "Whosesoever sins ye remit, to Him they are remitted." That is what remission of those things is
tied to.

HOW THE WORLD LOOKS UPON THOSE
WHO WALK WITH GOD IN TRUTH

As we continue on, Peter was speaking here in the 4th chapter, after saying in the last verse of chapter 3,
concerning Jesus, "Who is gone into heaven, and is on the right hand of God; angels and authorities
and powers being made subject unto him," which lets us know He is now high priest, interceding for all
who believe," Arm yourselves." Why would he say that? Let us read the whole thing, and you will see.
Look at chapter 4, verse 1, to begin. (1) "Forasmuch then as Christ hath suffered for us in the flesh,
arm yourselves likewise with the same mind: for he that hath suffered in the flesh hath ceased from
sin; (2) That he no longer should live the rest of his time in the flesh to the lusts of men, but to the will
of God. (3) For the time past of our life may suffice us to have wrought the will of the Gentiles, when
we walked in lasciviousness, lusts, excess of wine, revellings, banquetings, and abominable idolatries:
(4) Wherein they think it strange that ye run not with them to the same excess of riot, speaking evil of
you: (5) Who shall give account to him that is ready to judge the quick and the dead. (6) For for this
cause was the gospel preached also to them that are dead, that they might be judged according to
men in the flesh, but live according to God in the spirit." In verse 4, Peter is bringing out how the world
looks upon the believer today, just like you are some kind of queer, odd ball, misfit that just does not fit in
with their crowd. In verse 5, he makes it clear that all will have to give account of their actions and deeds
before that righteous Judge of all ages. Notice, "Who shall give account to him that is ready to judge the
quick and the dead. Therefore for this cause was the gospel preached also to them that are dead,
(Where were they? They were in hell.) that they might be judged according to men in the flesh." He was
preaching to those people that had perished, or that had died during that period of time when such a terrible
evil was in existence on the face of this earth. We can ask this, Was the Holy Spirit around? Yes; but they
did not know how to recognize Him. You would just have to say this, When that old man began to say
some of the things he did, somehow or other there was a feeling come over those people, a feeling they did
not understand. It was just a strange feeling they got ever time they heard that old man speak. It was not
associated to a law or writing of any kind of commandment. This is why Jesus preached to them. "That
they might be judged according to men in the flesh, but live according to God in the spirit." You and I
know those that were in torment in hell, He was not going to preach a salvation message to them. He was
there to plainly tell them, The man you heard, and ridiculed, blasphemed, and humiliated was a servant of
God, giving you a chance to repent; and because you counted his words as words of a mad man, and
rejected sound council, you are in this place of torment. Surely you remember that strange feeling you had,
yet you ignored it. It was Jesus who now stood there in person telling them, That was the Spirit of
Almighty God warning you; giving you a chance; but it is too late now. Was there redemption for those in
hell, and Hades? No sir. Only those that were in the righteous realm in paradise. That is how we have to
understand this. He is not giving these in Hades any salvation message; He was just simply informing them
of why they had to be where they were. He was only reminding them, you are here because you refused



your opportunity, when you were still alive on earth. When Cain himself died, the one who slew Abel, (the
Bible does not tell us when Cain died) he went right there; and was hearing the words of Jesus, as He
preached to all of them. Furthermore Cain is still there. Judas is there. We could name a lot of them; simply
because the Bible has identified a lot of them who refused the counsel of God. This is not theology. It is the
only scriptural, spiritual way we can get the picture of why Jesus went to hell, and why was it necessary for
Him to say anything to anyone. It was not to give anyone a second chance. It was just like the apostle Peter
wrote, "That they might be judged according to men in the flesh, but live according to God in the
spirit." Only those that are here are the ones that are going to fall in that category. This is Peter's
description of what went on down in hell during the interval of time while Jesus' body was in the tomb, and
His Spirit was down there. We will now go back to that account in Matthew 27, and read only one verse. A
verse that lets us know where those other saints that were raised, established their testimony. Verse 53,
says, "And came out of the graves after his resurrection, and went into the holy city, and appeared
unto many. There is only one city scripturally, that can be referred to as the holy city; and we all know that
city is Jerusalem. These bodies came out, and made their appearance. We can say this, for the sake of the
message as we go on with it, We do not say how many thousands or anything, but the question has been
asked, Bro. Jackson, If righteous saints of the Old Testament period were resurrected, is it possible that this
reached back in time, where they were buried in other places? Absolutely. It was only those that were
buried in the Jerusalem area that it was necessary for them to rise and make their appearance in the city;
because it was in the city of Jerusalem where this great event of redemption was being perfected. This was
typed when Melchizedek and Abraham met that day; and Melchizedek gave Abraham bread and wine. The
Bible refers to this Melchizedek as the priest of the most high God; and it was this very city where that
event took place; only it was not known as Jerusalem then. It was known as Salem, a Jebusite city. When
Abraham was coming back after the slaughtering of the kings that had captured his nephew lot, and the
delivery of Lot and so forth, this type was instituted. Melchizedek typed the manifestation of God that
would be represented in the person of His Son; who came first as a prophet, died at Jerusalem, and
ascended into heaven as High Priest, a position He still holds today. He comes back to Jerusalem and takes
His third office work as King of kings, and Lord of lords, to be King over all the earth in the glorious
Millennium, that is not very far in the future now. Therefore since that was typed by Melchizedek, then it
had to be fulfilled in and through the person of Jesus Christ, God's only begotten Son; because the typed
event is now transpiring. What we are saying also, is that not only were there righteous bodies in the
cemeteries of Jerusalem brought forth when Jesus arose from the dead; that could also have been the
picture all the way back through time in the various other areas where saintly people in the other periods of
time have lived. Where you do not have scripture to establish a thing for sure, if you say anything at all
about it, you just have to use common sense, scriptural reasoning, without saying, Thus saith the Lord.

WHAT DOES IT MEAN JESUS LED
CAPTIVITY CAPTIVE-AND GAVE GIFTS UNTO MEN?

After reading what the apostle Peter wrote, explaining Jesus' purpose for going into hell to preach, we need
to go to Ephesians 4; where the apostle Paul finished the story, so to speak. Remember now, Just as David
said in the 16th Psalm, God would not let his soul in hell, neither would He leave any other righteous soul
in hell, the place of imprisonment, after the way was made for them to be set free. Naturally if his (David's)
soul would not remain in hell, he meant that part of it which is paradise. The other part of what is referred
to as hell, remained right there. What would God do with those who came forth from hell? That is the
question to be answered; and we go to an Epistle written by the apostle to the Gentiles. Naturally Paul also
was a Jew; but he was known as the apostle to the Gentiles; even though Peter was the first to preach to
Gentiles, when he went to the house of Cornelius, a Roman Centurion that believed in God, but needed to
be enlightened as to what faith in God really meant in the light of the New Testament covenant. Let us go
to Ephesians 4:7, and continue with our thought. As the apostle Paul relates what God has revealed to him
in explanation of the purpose for the Lord Jesus going into hell, he referred to it as one descending into the
lower parts of the earth. He did not refer to it as hell, just as the lower parts of the earth. That meant going
into the bowels of the interior realm of the planet Earth. We find it here in the 4th chapter, and we are
aware of the fact that he was speaking to Gentiles, who years later, after the resurrection of Christ, have
been brought into the faith. They are to understand the resurrection of Christ and what was constituted in
the fact that he went down into the bowels of the earth. Notice how he brings it out. Verse 7, "But unto



every one of us is given grace (God's imparted favor) according to the measure of the gift of Christ."
The word Christ, in this singular usage, would mean according to that measure of the Spirit of Christ,
which in reality is the Spirit of God, that God has allocated to each one of His redeemed, born again
children. Now he begins to explain. "Wherefore He saith, When He ascended up on high, (That points
us to the person of Jesus the Christ, who has ascended into heaven.) He (meaning Jesus) led captivity
captive, and gave gifts unto men." What is Paul actually saying here in this verse? That Jesus, in order to
give gifts unto men, first did this. He has gone into hell just as Peter said, he has preached to the imprisoned
spirits, both the righteous and the unrighteous; but He has taken out of hell, out of the heart of the earth, or
the lower parts of the earth, all of those righteous ones Satan had held captive; and in so doing, He has
literally conquered death, hell, and the grave. That is what hell was, a place of captivity. He had been
holding those righteous spirits in captivity. When Jesus took them captive, He led them out of there. Now
that He has taken them captive, we can understand why redemption had to unfold in this fashion. He had to
conquer hell first before the grave could be conquered. Do you understand that? Hell itself had to be
conquered. He had to do here on the earth's surface, by suffering and dying like a man, what no other man
could do. Then He had to go lower, further in this thing than any other mortal being could go. He
descended into the very bowels of hell and preached to those spirits, both to the wicked, showing them why
they will suffer such a terrible judgment at the great white throne, as well as to the righteous that are heirs
of eternal life. There had to be a spirit going along with the words of Noah that made them feel funny, and
made some go away, rejecting his message. He (Jesus) overcame hell first; then He came forth out of the
grave, or tomb. His own testimony as He appeared to John was, "I am He which liveth, and was dead;
and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the Kkeys of hell and of death." He overcame
hell. As He came forth from that experience, it was the early morning hours of the first day of the week. Do
you realize what else there was for us to think about? Lying there at the temple was those piles of earthly
grain, those bundles of the first fruits of the farmers' harvest. Just imagine all the farmers that brought those
bundles there to fulfill a ritual, that in their minds they understood little about its true significance. What a
ritual. It served its purpose until that which it pointed to was manifested. A lot of people would love to be
able to find salvation by doing things like that. They would rather work their head's off for it, than to
exercise faith to receive it as a free gift. Well we will go down to the temple for a look. The priest was
getting up early; because he had a big job to do on this first day of the week, which was the morrow after
the weekly Sabbath that falls within that Passover period. The priest had awakened; and was waking up his
helpers, the lay priests. Get up Boys, we have a big job ahead of us this morning. While they were getting
up and getting ready to fulfill the festivity and the ceremonial ritual of what all that typed, an angel came
down from heaven; and as his feet touched the earth, he was standing right before this tomb that Joseph of
Arimathaea has dug out of the side of a hill. Never had any man lain in it before. There had been a huge
rock rolled over the entrance to make sure no one tampered with the corpse inside. Well when that angel
appeared on the scene, the old stone covering the opening lost its significance. Notice what Matthew wrote
about that. (Matthew 28:1-7 "In the end of the sabbath, as it began to dawn toward the first day of the
week, came Mary Magdalene and the other Mary to see the sepulchre. And, behold, there was a great
earthquake: for the angel of the Lord descended from heaven, and came and rolled back the stone
from the door, and sat upon it. His countenance was like lightning, and his raiment white as snow:
And for fear of him the keepers did shake, and became as dead men. And the angel answered and
said unto the women, Fear not ye: for I know that ye seek Jesus, which was crucified. He is not here:
for He is risen, as He said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay. And go quickly, and tell his
disciples that He is risen from the dead; and, behold, He goeth before you into Galilee; there shall ye
see Him: lo, I have told you." Let me just say something here. Those who like to criticize Bro. Branham
for talking about the angel that accompanied his ministry, ought to criticize Jesus also. Every place He
went, angels were present to minister to Him. They ministered to Him in the wilderness. They ministered to
Him in Gethsemane; and here was one ministering to Him by coming down to roll the stone away from the
door of the tomb. How did he do that? By causing an earthquake that did the job for him. This was another
earthquake, different from the one that rent the veil of the temple. You might say this, Since it was just a
few hours later, God just timed that last tremor to serve that purpose. The first one split the veil of the
temple; and this last tremor brought Jesus from the tomb. It was probably a process of the same
development going on down in the bowels of the earth; but it was according to the plan of God. Naturally
the angel of the Lord was right on schedule; because as he rolled the stone away, Jesus was on His way out
of hell; and who did He have with Him? All those righteous saints, the spirits of them, from all ages of past
time. He was bringing them forth from their imprisoned state as He came out. To say that they are all



coming up in their glorified bodies, I am not telling you that. I am not giving anyone the idea that I know
all about that. I am looking at this strictly from the finished picture. I do know this, there were enough of
those Old Testament saints appeared in their glorified bodies, to establish an infallible testimony that God
had started the first resurrection. While those priests were down there at the temple still projecting the type,
Jesus was fulfilling it. He was no longer dead. Furthermore He had brought others from the dead with Him.
This testifies that Christ was the first fruits, not the singular fruit. I will finish reading this portion of
scripture here in Ephesians 4. (4:8) "Wherefore He saith, When He ascended up on high, He led
captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men. (Yes He only took those that were in Paradise; He took
nothing out of Hades. Now notice verse 9.) Now that He ascended, what is it but that He also descended
first into the lower parts of the earth?" That was Paul's way of referring to Hell. The man that died on the
cross with Him, was with Him when He came forth from hell also. He took those imprisoned souls captive.
Then He took them away from the devil." When did Jesus give gifts unto men? After He reached His
position in heaven; for it was only after the Holy Spirit descended upon the believers, that the gift
distribution started. In verse 9, Paul began to rephrase what he had just written. Why would he do that?
Because he was writing to Gentiles that did not have the understanding of the resurrection, that the Jews
had. To talk about resurrection to Gentiles, was like talking about mysticism. That is exactly what the point
is. The Jews had seen prophets of old raise men from the dead; so they knew what was meant by the term
resurrection. They expected that there would one day be a resurrection; they just did not know in what
fashion, nor when. On the other hand, the Gentiles had nothing to relate the term resurrection to. They had
no books. They had no dealings with God. They just lived in myths and all sorts of superstitions. That is
exactly why Paul went into so much detail to explain it to them. Verse 10. "He that descended (He that
went down into the lower parts of the earth) is the same also that ascended." I cannot help but wonder
how we would have reacted to words like this, if we had been back there in Ephesus almost two thousand
years ago, having been pagan Gentiles that had grown up in life worshipping all kinds of deities? Then here
comes a man preaching about a man named Jesus, a man that bore the sins of all mankind in His own body,
and offered Himself as a sacrifice to the only true God, the Creator of everything that man knew anything
about, to set man free from the bondage of sin and estrangement from his Creator. What do you suppose
you would have thought? To hear someone preaching about Christ being man's Saviour, Deliverer, and
soon coming King; and in Him one day we have the hope to be resurrected, I believe we would have
needed a little extra explanation also. Would you not agree? I am sure we would have had a lot of
questions. Well that is why Paul felt that he needed to deal with the subject in the manner he did. He
wanted those Ephesians to know, that the same One that went up, was the One that first went down. Then
to turn it around, the same One that went down, is the One that ascended up above all things. In other
words, We do not have one god for death, another for life and so forth. "He that descended is the same
also that ascended up far above all heavens, that He might fill all things." In other words, everything
would focus on Him, because He was, and is God's means of redemption. Now that Jesus sits in heaven, at
the right hand of God the Father, then we know this, redemption has destroyed this realm of hell. Being the
very sinless Son of God, it was not possible that death could hold Him captive. King David knew his flesh
could rest in that hope and promise; and so did Job. There is no such thing as paradise in the heart of the
earth any more. It is destroyed forever. The place called Paradise, is in heaven now. As we follow this
through, this will help us understand why it is correct to say there is no such thing as an eternal hell. That
place where the spirit of man began to be imprisoned, whether in paradise or torment, had a beginning; and
it has an end also. Why did God leave them there? Because it was on the earth that sin was first committed
by man. Therefore because of sin, the flesh of no man could come into the actual presence of God, as long
as that sin was not atoned for. That is why sin, death, and all that was contrary to God's righteous plan, had
to be dealt with on the planet you and I live on. Therefore, Jesus had to die for our sins on this planet where
sin came into the picture. The life that was in Him came from God; but He was just as much a man, as
anyone else you know. Though He was the Son of God, He was in the likeness of man, lived as a man,
walked on earth as a man, was tempted in every way any other man is tempted, died as a man would die,
then going further than any other man ever could, in overcoming death, hell, and the grave, He perfected
forever a plan whereby lost mankind could be reconciled to his Creator. When He rose from the grave, he
arose victorious over Satan, never to die any more. Therefore Paradise is all wrapped up in Him, because
He took all those righteous spirits with Him. All those bodies that did come forth, came forth in
immortality, never to die any more. They are in glory with Jesus today, and have been all down through
this dispensation of what we call the Grace Age.



PAUL REASONS WITH THE CORINTHIANS

Let us take a look at to 1st Corinthians. We will read a verse of scripture; then we will follow Paul's
reasoning. He was at Ephesus, having just finished that great revival there; and was thinking about where
he would go next. During that time he received a report from Corinth that made it necessary for him to
write this letter which we know as 1st Corinthians. In the 15th chapter, verse 12, we find these words,
"Now if Christ be preached that He rose from the dead, (This is how the apostle Paul opened up the
subject of the resurrection to the Corinthians, by giving them this ominous thought. He was the one that had
taught them that Jesus had been raised from the dead; so we know what he believed about it. This was just
his way of approaching their questions and doubts.) how say some among you that there is no
resurrection of the dead?" Anyhow that lets us know what those Corinthians were being affected by.
They were Gentiles. They had been pagan deity worshipers of just about every description; and the
Christian teachings were still not as plain to them as they are to us today. That is not saying every one in
that Corinthian church believed like these who had the questions. No doubt there were some that could see
what Paul had presented to them, but there were others saying, That is impossible, there is no way a person
can come back from the dead. They believed the spirit lived on somewhere else; but not that it could ever
come back into the same body; and certainly not that the body could be given immortality. Nevertheless
notice how Paul approached the subject with them. "How say some among you that there is no
resurrection of the dead? But if there be no resurrection of the dead, then is Christ not risen: (He was
really building a story for them to consider.) And if Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vain, and
your faith is also vain." Let me just read a few more verses, so you can see the complete reasoning he laid
out before those who had questions about the resurrection of the dead. (Verse 15) "Yea, and we are found
false witnsses of God; because we have testified of God that He raised up Christ: whom He raised not
up, if so be that the dead rise not. For if the dead rise not, then is not Christ raised: And if Christ be
not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins." If you caught what Paul was getting at there, you
know yourselves, that if the resurrection of Christ Jesus did not take place, there is nothing for us to place
our faith in. All of our hope, rests completely upon the fact that Jesus, the only begotten Son of God,
conquered death, hell, and the grave; so if that is not true, what are we doing here? We have no hope. In
verse 18, he said this, (based upon the negative side of the argument he has just related) "Then they also
which are fallen asleep in Christ are perished." There was no doubt in Paul's mind about whether Jesus
Christ arose from the dead. After his experience on the Damascus road, he never doubted anything
preached by those other apostles who walked with Jesus. Anyhow when he got through laying this whole
thing out before those Corinthians, he just the same as said to them, Go on back to your pagan temples and
worship your pagan gods, if you cannot accept the fact of the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Besides that, you
are calling us false witnesses of God; because we have testified to you, that God raised up Christ. The
problem those Corinthian people were having, is the same problem so many people have yet today, they try
to figure it all out with their mind, before they will accept it. Let me tell you saints, you will never be able
to figure out how and why God does things; you first have to accept by faith those things that God does,
and has done; and then, in due time, He will give you a revelation of what you need to know for your
spiritual growth in the stature of Christ. This Epistle to the Corinthians was written in 59 A.D. When you
compare that to the book of Acts, where it tells about the time the Corinthian church was started, some of
those saintly people of Corinth had died already, when Paul wrote this. Therefore that is what Paul was
implying when he said, "Then they which are fallen asleep in Christ are perished." In other words you
have been believing and going through all this rigmarole and it is worthless, utterly useless, if there is no
resurrection of the dead. Then he summed it up by saying this, "If in this life only we have hope (this is
how the Gentiles lived) in Christ, we are of all men most miserable. (What a miserable state to exist in.)
But now is Christ risen from the dead, (Now he is laying out the emphatic fact to them.) and become
(notice the word) the first fruits (plural) of them that slept." That is what happened; and we read of in in
verses 51 and 52, of chapter 27, of the Gospel of St. Matthew. Right out of hell, (that portion of hell called
paradise) came all those righteous spirits with Jesus. Not only did Jesus raise from the dead, He Himself
was with those disciples off and on for 40 days, bearing witness to the fact that He was alive. He did not
leave the witnessing totally up to someone else. Then after going in and out among them for 40 days, He
ascended into heaven, and took all those others that had risen, with Him. That fulfills what Paul wrote in
Ephesians 4, concerning God's first fruits from among the dead. Not only was that portion of the earth's
graves emptied out, that portion of hell was done away with. It will never be needed again. Redemption
was really in progress. That fulfilled the first phase of the first resurrection. There is still two more




phases of the first resurrection yet to be fulfilled before the Millennium starts. As you can see, there is still
much to be said on this subject; but we will have to continue it later. May the Lord bless you. We are

getting very close to the closing of this dispensation of grace. Time is running out. I am thankful to God to
be a child of His.

OLD TESTAMENT SAINTS-IN IMMORTAL BODIES

Matthew wrote, concerning the time when Jesus was raised up, saying, "Many of them that slept in the
earth, (which was the graves) came forth." We stated, concerning those saints that arose when Jesus came
forth, that they had to come forth in immortal bodies, to die no more. What good would it have done for a
saint that had been dead 500 years to come forth in a mortal state with Jesus, and then just have to die
again? That makes no sense whatsoever. We have to believe they were raised in an immortal state. They
made their various appearances in the city of Jerusalem, to whoever God had chosen. This would be a
vindication that, not only had Christ risen from the dead, but in the regions of hell where He had gone when
He died, just as the scripture says, He had accomplished something. He had conquered death, hell, and the
grave, by rising from the grave; and when He did, He took something with Him. When He ascended on
high, according to Ephesians 4, He took those saints that had risen in an immortal state, with Him. For the
sake of questions that may come to the mind of some, (because there are always some people that get so
technical and say, Well Bro. Jackson, suppose there were some that did not rise from the dead when Jesus
arose, what about them?) He took their spirits with Him to heaven. When He conquered hell and led
captivity captive, that did away with paradise in the heart of the earth. That portion of hell was abolished
forever. Religionists today, are so educated; and they learn all about the theology of the Bible; but when
they are finished, all they have is theology. They still know nothing about the word of God from the
standpoint of revelation; and they are unable to give you a picture of anything. What they have is merely an
assumption. When the apostle Paul wrote the 1st Corinthian letter in 59 A.D., thirty some years after the
birth of the Church, and the descent of the Holy Ghost; and also thirty some years past the advent of Christ
and His ascension, God had dealt with him in a way that had given him an insight and revelation
concerning His plan of redemption and restoration. He had a picture within him which God had gave him to
relate to the Gentile Church; so let us go right back to the 15th chapter and look at a few more verses. We
read the verses where he was speaking to the Gentile, Corinthian Church, upbraiding them, explaining to
them what a resurrection would constitute, and why they must believe that Christ had risen from the dead,
because if He had not, then they were still in their sins and without hope; for they were still lost sinners. In
other words, If Christ had not risen from the dead, they could just go ahead and live like the rest of the
Gentiles, in a hopeless future, having no hope beyond the grave. As I again read these verses, remember
what Matthew 27:51-52, says about the resurrection of Jesus; to go along with it, because it is back to that
point in time, the resurrection of Christ, where Paul picks up his picture. "But now is Christ risen from the
dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept." This is a plural word. That means there is a plurality of
something in this picture. If it was only Christ that rose from the dead, you could not put it in the plural,
because He was only one person. He would have just stated firstfruit and left it like that. However when he
said the firstfruits, we have to realize, as we brought out already, the sheaf offering which the priest offers,
(according to Leviticus, chapter 25, where we get the type) in that bundle of firstfruit, there are many
stalks, many heads of grain. Therefore they are the firstfruits of the harvest. In other words, the farmer did
not go out and cut down one little stalk. He could have done that to constitute the firstfruit; but the sheaf
was the firstfruits. Therefore as Christ was raised, there were others raised with Him. We are not saying all
from Abel's death until then raised in an immortal state; but the thing is, He was not the only one that came
forth in an immortal body. There were others also. We do not necessarily need to know if all of the dead
saints arose in immortality at that time. It would not alter the fact that we have the responsibility of
believing what the Bible does say about these things; and the fact that we need to be very cautious about
trying to go beyond what the Bible says. There are some common sense rules for looking at what is written,
whereby we can determine certain things by the principle that God does things by; but that only goes so far;
and we have to leave the rest alone. In other words, theories are not worth two cents to our spiritual
makeup. Theories will never add one inch to your statural growth. Keep in mind, before the advent of
Christ, the righteous did not die and go to heaven. They went to a place called paradise, which was a part of
hell. The word hell, meant in prison. However within that realm of hell there was a place called Hades, a
place of torment, as well as paradise where Lazarus was resting in Abraham's bosom. Hades, is where the



rich man was while Lazarus was comforted in paradise. They were all (the dead of all ages) in hell. Well 1
do not understand, Bro. Jackson. I have to say, that is where people have been missing the mark, just going
to church, but not really seeing a picture. Like a lot of kids go to school, they come home and cannot add
two and two together and get an answer of four. I am going to speak some things pretty clear, not to hurt
anyone's spiritual feelings, but to get the point home to you. We are too late in the day to fuss, well I just do
not see it like that. We need to start counting our blessings, if we be in Christ; rather than bickering about
our theories. When we can lay our personal theories and material things of this life aside, and begin to be
concerned about the interior decorating of our soul, we will begin to understand some things in a much
clearer light. We have scripture for the fact that Jesus conquered death, hell, and the grave, and moved
paradise from the heart of the earth to heaven, leaving no saints in captivity in the heart of the earth; so let
us leave that and go on to something else that we can say, "Thus saith the word of God," to.

THE THREE DISTINCT PHASES OF THE FIRST RESURRECTION

We have already established the fact that Christ was the firstfruits from among the dead; and that takes you
back to Matthew 27, where Jesus and other saints were raised. Now I want you to notice what the apostle
Paul brings out next. (1Cor.15:21) "For since by man came death, (That takes you back to Adam.) by
man came also the resurrection of the dead." Adam sinned, and that brought an imputed death penalty to
every one of us. Because of his disobedience we all inherited death. We are all destined to die, unless we
are redeemed from that death penalty. Like we said earlier, Before Calvary, all who died went to hell; but
they did not all go to the Hades part of hell. Some went to Paradise, which was the other part of Hell. I like
the last part of verse 21, because that is where our hope lies. "By man came also the resurrection of the
dead." Well, if by man comes the resurrection of the dead, we have to look to one who did something that
gives Him the power over death. Through Adam's disobedience, death fell on all of us; but through the
obedience and death of Christ, all are going to be made alive somewhere in a proper place and time; but not
all going to be made alive in righteousness. "For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made
alive." (Verse 23 is an important verse; because it begins to make us aware of an order to this event all
Christians talk about.) "But every man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are
Christ's at his coming." This word order simply means that for every individual that has ever been born on
this planet, there will be some place and time where and when that person fits into a phase of what the
Bible refers to as "The resurrection of the dead." It all depends on how he or she has lived his or her life
here on this earth. We are going to find out through this study, that the first resurrection has three orders, or
parts, to it. You may say, I didn't know that Bro. Jackson. None of us knew anything much about it, until
we began to reach the end of time. It was then, that these things began to be revealed to the true saints of
God. There was no need for any prior generation to know anything about the order of the resurrection.
Scripturally speaking, the first resurrection is for the saints of God; and the second resurrection is for
everything else; but as we examine the scriptures, we find that there are three different times that saints are
raised from the dead to immortality; so we have to realize from that information, that there are three phases
to the first resurrection. We realize, if there were some that came forth at the time of the resurrection of
Christ, to constitute the firstfruits, that was the beginning of God setting His first resurrection in motion.
That wasorder number one; and we are standing right at the threshold oforder number two; because that
is what the rapture of the bride Church will incorporate: another phase of the first resurrection. All of the
overcomers from the time of Christ's resurrection until that time when the Church is raptured, that have
gone by the way of the grave, will be raised to immortality to go with Him. Hallelujah! What a day that will
be! I believe we all understand already, that the Bible does not use the word rapture. Raptured, is a
theological word used to speak of the translation of the saints. That is what the apostle Paul spoke of in his
Epistle to the Thessalonians. When that happens, that will be the second order of the first resurrection.
Whoever is involved in that, will make up what is generally referred to as the Gentile Bride of Christ;
because this dispensation of time scripturally, has been for the Gentiles to have an opportunity to partake of
the Gospel of Jesus Christ. We will just go ahead and read 1st Thessalonians 4:13-18, and get Paul's
comforting words to those of that assembly in the message at this point.(13) "But I would not have you to
be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which
have no hope. (14) For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in
Jesus will God bring with Him. (15) For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which
are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep. (16) For




the Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with
the trump of God: andthe dead in Christ shall rise first: (17) Then we which are alive and remain
shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever
be with the Lord. (18) Wherefore comfort one another with these words." Yes saints, it is comforting to
know, that when death strikes the physical body of flesh we are presently in, that is not the end of life for
us. We merely enter into another realm of God's provision for those who love Him. Then when Jesus comes
back to earth with those saints He has taken to heaven to be with Him during that little short period of time
known as the tribulation period, He will execute the wrath of God upon wicked mankind that is still alive at
that time. We have just covered all of that in another message; so I will not go into it at this time, except to
say, Jesus will be back on earth to stay. His intercessory work will be over forever. He will be in His final
office of the three He was ordained to fulfill. He will then be the KING of kings, and LORD of lords. He
then takes His throne, to start a judgment of the existing mortal realm of mankind that is left alive, and that
is when His immortal saints, His Bride, takes her throne positions as you read in Revelation 20:1-4. It is the
latter part of verse 4, and verse 5, that fill in the remaining link of the three phases of the first resurrection.
In the last part of verse 4, we see a mention of the souls of them that had been beheaded for the witness of
Jesus and for the word of God, and had not worshipped the beast and received his mark, nor his number in
their foreheads or in the palms of their hands, and we realize there has never before been a time in history
that this description could fit, except the time that is just ahead right now. I am speaking of course, of the
great tribulation that will glean the rest of God's saints from among wicked mankind, as they go down in
martyrdom. We will read three verses here, so you can see thethird orderof the first resurrection
established. Revelation 20:4 "And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given
unto them:(This much of verse 4 pertains to the saints that will be raptured and then return with Jesus to
rule and reign upon earth.)and I saw the souls of them that werebeheadedfor the witness of Jesus,(That
will be the Gentile foolish virgins which are martyred during that time of great tribulation because of their
faith in God, and because they will refuse the mark of the beast.)and for the word of God, (That will be
Jews, that will accept martyrdom for the sake of the word of God; because they do not have the witness of
Jesus.)and which had not worshipped the beast, neither his image, neither had received his mark
upon their foreheads, or in their hands;(It is only during that time of great tribulation, that people will be
faced with accepting or rejecting the mark of the beast; and those who refuse to accept it, will do so for
spiritual reasons because of their faith in God, after hearing the everlasting gospel preached by the 144,000
servants of God, warning them not receive that mark.)and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand
years.(5)But the rest of the dead lived not again until the thousand years were finished. This is the
first resurrection.(6)Blessed and holy is he that hath part in thefirst resurrection: on such the second
death hath no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with Him a
thousand years." Those verses show us the last group that will be a part of the first resurrection; and they
are known as tribulation saints because they will have to go into that time of tribulation and accept
martyrdom to seal their faith in God. Why? You may say. Simply because Jesus is only going to take those
in the rapture, that are dressed in a revelation of the word of God and living clean. All the rest who may
believe in God, yet have played around with one idea or the other and failed to put on a wedding garment,
will be left here when Jesus takes those to the wedding supper who have prepared themselves. These
tribulation saints are those that will make up the great multitude John saw, and recorded in Rev.7:9-17; and
verse 4, of chapter 20, is what proves that to those who believe the Bible. Let us read it again." And I saw
thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them: and I saw the souls of them
that werebeheadedfor thewitness of Jesus, and forthe word of God, and which hadnot worshipped
the beast, neither his image, neither had received his mark upon their foreheads, or in their
hands;and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years." That very description, is what reveals
the time of their martyrdom. They could not possibly be martyred saints from the Dark Ages, for there has
never been another time in history that people have been required to receive the mark of the beast in order
to be able to buy and sell, except in that seventieth week of Daniel which is just ahead. It is the devil's
bloodbath, followed by God's wrath. Then those martyred saints are resurrected right there and then, to live
and reign with Christ a thousand years, which will be for the full duration of the Millennium. They are not
a part of the Bride. They are raised in immortality from the dead, to exist in an immortal state, much like
the Old Testament patriarchs which are referred to as saints, from back through the other ages of time. The
main point is, that what happened in Matthew 27:51-52 when Christ rose from the dead, is what set the first
resurrection in motion. God was starting His redeeming plan on the earth. As He took the spirits of all the
righteous out of hell, that did away with this. (Bro. Jackson is pointing to the paradise part of the heart of




the earth, illustrated on the little chart.) It took out of the crust of the earth many bodies; and moved
paradise from hell to heaven, so to speak; so the earth no longer holds the spirits of the righteous that have
died. When He resurrects the Church, the Church is thesecond order of the first resurrection, and the
Church is the Bride, the foremost, the predominant object of attention. In fact, the Bride saints stand out in
eternity far greater than the Old Testament saints. There is no greater calling in Christ, of God, than to be in
the Bride of Christ. That is why they are portrayed in the 19th chapter of the book of Revelation as being
clothed infine linen. All the other saints you read about in Revelation are clothed in white robes. God's
language is not just carelessly thrown together; every term has some significance. When He let His prophet
John write those things like that, He knew what to reflect through the terminology used. Those that are
clothed in fine linen are only the bride people. That is the attire of a bride. Those that are clothed in white
robes, are wearing the adornment as of guests, as those living in the royal King's domain. I hope you
understand my illustration. To be in the bride of Christ is the highest calling of all; but there will be
multitudes, when you consider all the others which are referred to as saints, that will be given eternal life,
but will exist in a lower realm of glory than that of the bride.

EXPLANATION OF THE STATE OF PHYSICAL DEATH

Some people have such a hard time understanding, or maybe I should say reconciling the state of physical
death with the termeternal life; and a lot of the trouble is because they fail to realize that the eternal life is
given only to our inner being. The flesh of every living soul is still mortal (death doomed) unless Jesus
comes and changes our body of flesh into immortality, before we keep our appointment with the grave. In
other words, physical death in no way affects eternal life. The breath of natural life may go out of us; but if
we have experienced that new birth Jesus spoke to Nicodemus about, the Spirit of God does not depart
from our spirit when we go down in physical death. We are escorted into that heavenly paradise, to wait for
the time when That same Spirit that raised Jesus from the dead, will call our physical remains back from
the elements and give immortality to it. That is resurrection; and every soul that has ever gone by way of
the grave will experience it at their appointed time. Some will be resurrected to endless life; and others will
be resurrected only to stand before the great white throne judgment; and then die the second death, the
death of the damned. That is the reason Revelation 20:6, says, "Blessed and holy is he that hath part in
the first resurrection:(which is in three phases)on such the second death hath no power.I want to refer
back to that verse in 1st Corinthians 15:23 "But every man inhis own order: Christ the firstfruits;
afterward they that are Christ's at His coming."Every man (or woman) in his (or her) own order, is
what I want to call attention to again; for if you miss this, you may see the resurrection just like the
Methodists, the Nazarenes, the Pilgrim Holiness and so many others. They all get side tracked because they
miss the key to understanding what the Bible actually teaches. They see all the saints going to heaven with
Jesus, when the rapture takes place; simply because they do not look at all of what is written concerning the
resurrection. You can hear them say, God is going to burn the earth up. We are going to live in eternity,
there with Jesus. That is what the Bible says; they will tell you. Well if you just take a few verses and put it
together that way, that is the way it looks; but that is not the way the Bible is to be read by those who want
to know the truth. A lot of people are afraid to read the book of revelation; but saints: If you do not read it,
you will miss a lot of what the bride Church is supposed to know before she goes in the rapture. That is
why the book of Revelation was put in there, it is God's love letter to the bride Church. When you read the
book of Revelation, you see Jesus sitting on a white horse, but who else do you see sitting on white horses?
His wife. How many want to be His wife? You cannot be His wife, and not want to come back here and
rule with Him. You are not going to change the picture, so throw your theology in the ditch and let the
Spirit of God reveal some things to you. You are going to live according to what it says here; if you have
any hope of going with Jesus in the rapture. The bride of Christ will not be ignorant concerning the plan
and purpose of God for these last days. I will never forget a Sunday School superintendent we had, in the
Methodist Church years ago. You have heard me tell what he said to me one time, after I began to see some
things in the Bible. He said, Bro. Jackson: We like your testimony, and we like the way you preach; but we
believe we should not preach those things the church does not believe in. I thought, Just what are we
supposed to believe in then, if we are not allowed to move on with God? Shame on any person who would
look at the book of Revelation as something to be afraid of. We are not here to play church; we are doing
our best to find out what God expects out of the Church in these last days. We are a part of the Church; and
we have a God-given responsibility to keep ourselves open to the leading of the Holy Spirit, that God may



do through the Church those things Jesus did personally, when He walked on earth in human flesh. That is
what we are here for. I do not care what people say about me, just as long as [ know I am doing what He
(God) wants me to do. None of us enjoy having people say unfavorable things about us; but if we are going
to follow the leading of the Lord, we have to expect that some will; because natural minded mankind will
never understand the things of God. The Bible says the things of the Spirit of God are foolishness to the
natural man. What natural mind can understand what Jesus did for us at Calvary? As I was reading in 1st
Peter earlier, a certain thing stood out so very clear to me; so I just want to go back there for a few minutes
to show you something. That is why we drew up this little chart. I think if I can go over this and touch
again on what I said earlier, this will help to clarify the whole picture. In 1st Peter, 3rd chapter, Peter is
reminding the believer how Christ suffered for our justification. Let us go to verse 18. "For Christ also
hath once suffered for sins, (one time)the just for the unjust,(Christ the just One suffered one time for
all of the unjust ones that would ever believe the gospel.)that He might bring us(the unjust ones)to God,
being put to death in the flesh, but quickened(made alive)by the Spirit." We know eternal life is what
the very life of Jesus consisted of. He was not brought into existence with any sin or perverted nature about
Him. He was sinless, perfect in every way; and the anointing, (which is the Holy Ghost, or the Spirit of
God that was in Him in the fullness) was in Him to lead and direct Him in carrying out the plan of God that
constitutes redemption for all lost mankind. In other words, The price He paid, was sufficient for the
redemption of all that will ever believe and obey the gospel. That is why when He died on the cross, He
died like the man He was; but when He rose from the dead, He rose from the dead like theGod that was in
Him, never to die any more. Right there, is the thing we need to realize: that no matter what may happen to
a believer to take his life, the Spirit of God that is in him or her never dies. He (Jesus) was quickened (made
alive in a body of flesh again) by that Spirit which is called the Holy Spirit, which in reality is the same
Spirit that created the world and all that is in it, the very Spirit that anointed Him at the Jordan River. In
other words, God is a sovereign Spirit. He is not a person. We need to see Him as the Spirit He is; and
realize that this same Spirit manifests Himself in three office works. It is not God the Father, God the Son,
and God the Holy Spirit. That would make Him three. He is not three, He is ONE. The sovereign Spirit that
created everything, became Father when He begat something that could call Him Father. Then, in process
of time He created a cell of human life in a young virgin girl; and when that child was born into the world
he was the onlybegottenSon of God. That child was as human as any of us; but his Father was SPIRIT, not
human; and certainly not a person. God has never been a person, and never will be a person; but when His
ONLY BEGOTTEN SON became 30 years of age and was baptized by John the Baptist in the Jordan river,
this sovereign SPIRIT which was His Father entered into Him in the fullness of all of His attributes. From
that time forth, that Son called Jesus was a God man, because the very SPIRIT which is GOD was in Him;
but you still do not refer to Him as GOD the SON. Rather, it is GODinHIS SON. That shows GOD, this
sovereign SPIRIT that created all things, in His second office work, that of the Son of God; but there is still
justONE PERSONin the picture.The onlypersonin the Godhead is JESUS the SON.Now someone is sure
to say, What about God the Holy Spirit? Well there again you do not properly use that terminology in
referring to the Holy Spirit. A true revelation of the Godhead would cause one to refer to the HOLY
SPIRIT (or Holy Ghost) as God (the same Spirit that created all things) in His third office work. Therefore
it sGOD AS FATHER,GOD IN HIS SON, andGOD AS THE HOLY SPIRIT; but regardless of the
office work,God is ONE, He is SPIRIT: and He is not a person. I hope this little explanation will help
someone to understand the difference between the various references found in the Bible. When the apostle
Paul said, (Eph 1:3) "Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us
with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ, it was the same as saying, Blessed be God,
whichisthe Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,whichalso has blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly
places in Christ. Does that not make his statement easier to understand? If you can see God in these three
office works, it will keep you from trying to figure out how He could beONE GOD, and at the same time
bethree persons. No one has ever yet been able to explain that three person God your Trinitarian people
claim to believe in. Why? Simply because such a God does not exist. This sovereign Spirit which is God,
has manifested Himself in various forms in Old Testament times for various reasons, but none of those
forms were to be looked upon as the eternal God. None of those old Patriarchs ever went looking for God
in the same form He may have appeared to them in; because they knew the God they served was SPIRIT,
and not a man. Therefore when we say, The spirit of God never dies, that is the absolute truth. If the man
called Jesus the Christ had been God, He could not have died on that old cross to pay our sin debt; because
GOD cannot die. HE is eternal. GOD was in the man who died for us, to pay our sin debt; but GOD did not
die. It was the Human, the man called Jesus, that died, not the GOD (SPIRIT) that was in Him. If you have




the Holy Ghost, you can get sick with a raging fever, and in your physical state you can be in a terrible state
of suffering; but the Holy Ghost, which is the Spirit of God, (that measure of the SPIRIT OF GOD given to
you) does not get sick. Neither does He get tired, being in you while you are sick. He will be right there
when you get well. He is not in you seeking shelter in your flesh. He, being Spirit, is blended in with your
spirit, so that you and He become one. That is how you have to look at it. That only happens when one is
truly born again by the Spirit of God. Therefore that will help you understand why one who is born again
can never be lost again; because once the two spirits become one, being blended together, they cannot be
separated again. Are you wondering what happens when a true Christian dies? Try to think of it like this, If
He (the Spirit of God) is blended with your spirit, and you reach the hour of death, then in that state of
sickness and suffering, after a while He (God) is going to let your spirit depart from your body; but God
does not die. Let me read a few verses of scripture, and then I will show you something. In the 3rd chapter
of John, we find Jesus saying, (14) "And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must
the Son of man be lifted up: (15)That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but haveeternal
life." Remember now, it is ETERNAL LIFE we are going to talk about. How can one have eternal life and
still die? has always been a question in the mind's of some. Notice a couple more verses. John 6:54, says,
"Whoso eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, hatheternal life; and I will raise him up at the last
day." That was Jesus talking, so notice, John 10:27-28, "My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and
they follow me: And I give unto themeternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man
pluck them out of my hand.(John 11:26)And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die.
Believest thou this?" Well saints, here is what You need to see. Eternal life does not die; because the Spirit
whichis God.is that eternal life we receive. Therefore as your life separates from your body, the Holy
Ghost goes right with your spirit. It is only your body of flesh that dies. It is dead because the spirit of life
has left it; but the spirit does not die. Do you understand that? That is why Jesus, even though he died
physically, could go down into hell and preach to all the dead that were held in captivity by the devil. His
spirit did not die; and neither did the Spirit of the Father leave His spirit. Therefore by the power of that
sovereign Spirit that was merged with His spirit, He went down into hell and preached, while His body
remained in that tomb where they had placed it. That is what Peter was explaining when he said, "For
Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God, being
put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit: By which also He went and preached unto the
spirits in prison; (He went down into hell, both in the part called paradise as well as the place of
torment. Peter then explained what he was referring to.) Which sometime were disobedient, when
once the longsuffering of God waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was a preparing, wherein
few, that is, eight souls were saved by water." [ said earlier, that righteous Abel was the first man whose
life was taken, in the beginning story of mankind. Cain slew him. He did not die a natural death. In other
words, Abel was a very young man. He was the first one that went to hell; but he was in the paradise part of
hell. He was certainly not in the torment part of it; he was in paradise along with a lot of others that had
walked with God.

FROM ADAM-TO THE FLOOD OF NOAH'S DAY

Those that perished in the flood of Noah's day, were in the torment part of hell, as well as everyone else
that had ignored the word of God for their day. Why did the flood come? you may say. Because of what
mankind began to do in his life style, while living on the earth. The earth was being propagated with
mankind; and things got off course. Here is what I want you to notice, From Adam's existence to the flood
was approximatelyl656years. If anyone finds fault with my figures, I am not here giving you all the
chronological dates of everything in exactness. That is not the point. This could be off a few years more or
less; but the point is, There was not literally 2000 years from the beginning of Adam to the flood. That is
not according to other things which are established by the scriptures. It covers an approximate span of time;
but using the records of Genesis, the flood was over and the time was still2348years before the time of
Christ's coming. That put the time before the flood much shorter than 2000 years. According to one
chronological source, from the advent of Christ back to the advent of Adam was4004years. Therefore this
lets us know, that after the flood there was a period of two thousand and some odd years elapsed before the
advent of Christ. Just follow me and watch how this breaks down. We do know this, the flood fell the year
Methuselah died; and he was969years of age, so when you go back969years, he was the son of Enoch who
fathered him at65years of his age. Now you add his65years of age on t0969, and that gives you a total of




1034 years back to the birth of Enoch. From his birth to the flood covers1034years. Now remember that we
havel034years from the birth of Enoch to the flood, and notice how old Adam was when he died. Adam
was930years of age when he died; so you can take2348years from4004years and you have onlyl656years
from Adam's beginning to the flood. (These figures do not allow for the one year and ten days that Noah
was in the Ark. You can make that adjustment) Then if you take1034years from that, you will see that
Adam lived308years after the birth of Enoch, and243years after the birth of Methuselah; so Adam
witnessed much of the perversion and evil of every sort before he died. So did all the other first born's of
Adam's line right on down through Noah. Adam was approximately 622 years of age when Enoch was
born. When Enoch was still very young compared to some of the others before him, he begat a son. He was
65 years of age when his son was born; and he had already began to observe the perversion and overall evil
that prevailed around him; and you can believe he talked to God about it, for God gave him the name for
his son. He named him Methuselah which meant, WHEN HE IS GONE, IT WILL COME. What will
come? God's judgment upon all of that perversion that was going on in the world. Watch. If this 1034 takes
us back to the birth of Enoch, and there were 930 years from Adam's beginning to his death, this means he
lived 300 and some years inside of the lifespan of Enoch, and 240 some years into the lifespan of
Methuselah. Are you seeing the picture. Those sons of God had to walk in the midst of that mess; just like
you and I have to walk in the midst of this corrupt mess of humanity of our day. However even though
these corrupt and evil conditions are all around us, we still do not have to become a part of them. God will
have some sons and daughters in these last days that will keep themselves clean, in spite of all that takes
place around them. Adam saw this evil coming. So did Seth, Jared, and all the others of their line. All of the
firstborn's, coming from Adam and moving off in time, witnessed the trend of evil coming upon the scene,
that caused God to have to destroy all of it and commission Noah and his sons to replenish the earth with
people. These sons of God were the people I had in reference when I said earlier, that they died somewhere
in this interval of time between the birth of Methuselah and God's dealing with Noah, approximately right
in here. (Bro. Jackson is pointing to the chart.) The evil got worse and worse as time went on. When we
come to approximately one hundred and twenty seemingly short years before the flood, as compared to the
ages of those fellows, God spoke to Noah about building an ark. By the time we have come to here, (the
time of Methuselah's birth, on the chart) all of that evil was getting to a very bad state. Enoch lived 300
years beyond the birth of Methuselah, and God took him out of that evil mess by translating him. God just
simply took him up, just like He is going to do the faithful little bride Church one of these days very soon
now. By the time God took Enoch, Adam was gone also. Seth lived beyond the translation of Enoch; but
one by one God allowed all of Adam's sons of God line to die of natural causes before destruction came. By
the time we come to that hundred and some years before the flood, Noah was well into his 500th year and
God spoke to him about building that ark. I will read a few verses; and you can read between them later, if
you wish. (Gen 6:5) "And God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and
thateveryimagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. (6:8)But Noah found
grace in the eyes of the Lord. (6:9)These are the generations of Noah: Noah was ajust manandperfect
in his generations,andNoah walked with God. (Right there, is the key to why Noah found grace in the
eyes of God; he walked with HIM in spite of all that was going on all around him. Notice verse 11.)The
earth also was corrupt before God, and the earth was filled with violence. (12)And God looked upon
the earth, and, behold, it was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted his way upon the earth.(13)And
God said unto Noah, The end of all flesh is come before me; for the earth is filled with violence
through them; and, behold, I will destroy them with the earth. (7:1)And the Lord said unto Noah,
Come thou and all thy house into the ark; for thee have I seen righteous before mein this generation.
(7:6)And Noah was six hundred years old when the flood of waters was upon the earth.(7:11)In thesix
hundredth yearof Noah's life, in thesecond month, theseventeenth dayof the month, the same day
were all the fountains of the great deep broken up, and the windows of heaven were opened." Noah
had to live upright before God right through the worst kind of those conditions, in order for God to see him
as righteous in that generation. God said to Noah, Build a boat for the saving of your household. For over a
hundred years, Noah was building a boat, something no one had ever seen before. For what reason? To
escape the tragedy of judgment that was coming, because the evil was getting worse and worse; just like it
is today. All the time he was building and preaching, those old patriarchs were dying. Not all of those who
were left alive when Noah started building that old boat were laughing at him; some believed his preaching
and were not the least bit surprised that God was going to judge what was going on. However we need to
realize that God allowed all of those to die, before He brought total destruction; therefore only the wicked
lost their lives in that judgment. Those who walked upright before God, no doubt died of natural causes




before the flood actually hit. They may not have been what we might judge as holy people; but the fact that
they did not go along with the crowd, would have caused God to look upon them that way. God looks at the
heart of every person; and what they do with the chance they are given, before He cuts them off. The
general trend of what is looked upon as Christianity today, does not consider what may have taken place,
that is not written in the scriptures; they just take the literal wording and make a blanket coverage for
everything and say, That is the way it was; Noah's family were the only one's of his generation that were
not destroyed in the flood. Saints: We have to believe there were some still alive while Noah was building
that boat, that God allowed to die by natural reasons, before judgment fell. All those that remained alive
right on up to the end were left standing when God said to Noah, Now, take your family and get in the boat.
Here came the animals two by two, male and female. I want you to know, Noah did not have to go on a
safari, rounding up all the animals that were supposed to go; they heard the voice of their Creator also, and
came into the boat. We used to picture Noah out trying to get all those animals rounded up before God
closed the door, but he did not have to do that. Those animals had more sense than a lot of mankind has
today. Somehow or other the God of heaven predestined certain male and female animals to be saved; and
He was able to speak to them in that hour. You may think I am crazy to look at it in this fashion; but I just
simply believe God had the ability to do that then; and that He still does. There is nothing impossible with
Him; because He is a sovereign Spirit. The creation has changed; but the Creator has not changed, and will
not change. I just want to remind you, that some of those animals were of pretty good size. For Noah to
have had the responsibility of getting an elephant and his mate to come from miles and miles away to go
into that boat, might have been a pretty good job in itself, if it had been left up to him to do it. God has a
way of speaking to the animal kingdom. I have read, back in the 1950's, that in the regions of those terrible
earth quakes, people who lived in those regions have said that for days before an earthquake would hit,
animals from the high regions of the mountains, and birds of every description were seen making a
migration out of the valley. When that earthquake came, it dammed up, slid in and covered villages, and
killed thousands of people; but God had used nature to speak to those animals, to get them out of there.
There is just no getting around it, those animals were moved upon by the Spirit of God. The God that
created them, has a way of dealing with their instinct. Therefore when the time came that God said, Noah,
take your family into the ark, here came the animals also. Furthermore they were the right ones. Noah did
not have to stand at the door and say, No, not you. The right ones were coming and the wrong ones were
staying away. It is just that simple. Noah did not even shut the door of the ark. God even did that. He just
simply blew it shut; and when He did, He did not intend for it to be opened again for quite some time.

THE SPIRIT OF CONVICTION-AND THE SPIRIT OF PREACHING

The same Spirit that was in Jesus Christ, preaching, and that went down into hell preaching, was back there
before the flood restraining those who did not allow themselves to be a part of what was running rampant
all around them. Furthermore He was also present to cause the evil bunch to feel something, even though
they failed to take heed. That is why Jesus went down into hell preaching to them, not to give them another
chance, but to cause them to know what it was that gave them that peculiar feeling; and to make them know
why they had to be in torment. Keep in mind, during that period of time there was no written law which
said to them, Thou shalt not do this, nor thou shalt not do that. They were living in an era of innocence.
There was no open law or mandatory thing for man to be guided by. It was just the way the Spirit of God
moved in that period of time, and the way mankind responded, that made the difference. Jesus went to hell
to witness to those righteous spirits that this was what kept them from the terrible disaster of judgment that
the others had perished by. Knowing then that Jesus went down into hell to preach to those that were there,
not to give them another chance, but to confirm to them the fact that the Spirit of God is what told them not
to do as they had done in life, and yet the wicked ones ignored it, do we not know also that the same Spirit
that dealt with them then, is still in the world today dealing with mankind? What about these perverts, and
these murderers and extortioners in the world today? and what about these drug addicts and drug pushers?
and what about these evil workers that are prowling the earth? From one standpoint it looks like they are
made to believe there is no God; but you know most of them grew up as young boys or girls to a certain
point in life innocent of all of the evil they may be involved in today. I am certain, that when that evil
bunch first began to coerce them to do wrong, they felt something within them giving a restraining tug. We
all know, if we will just think about it, that no person can walk right out there in this evil world today if
they have never done any of those things, and step in the midst of an angry, mean crowd of dope users, and



have them offer that stuff to them without feeling something within, saying, Keep away from that stuff! No
one that has never experienced the after effects of using drugs, can just start using them without feeling a
restraining tug from within. They may not admit it; but they heard an inner voice saying, That is wrong!
There is something that tugs at our inner being; and it is the Spirit of conviction, which in reality is the
Spirit of God; but if you do not know what that tug is all about, and especially if you have been made to
believe there is no God, you will follow natural human desires. We are born into this world with a nature to
do wrong; but God still tugs at our inner being, giving us a chance to refrain from evil. Therefore we have
to ignore God's warning signals to do wrong, even though our very inherited nature is contrary to God's
nature. That is why so many people spend so much time any more, trying to convince our young people
that this idea of a sovereign God is nothing more than a myth, just an old traditional hand-me-down idea
that ought to be ignored, because they are agents of Satan, trying to destroy anything and everything that
still believes in such a God. Those agents teach our young people that nothing is wrong: that they ought to
be able to express themselves any way they feel like it. That is why we have all that sex mess in school
today, nothing is wrong anymore. Let me tell you saints, There is a lot wrong; and it is yet to get worse.
Things will never be any better again than they are right now, until Jesus comes with the judgment of God,
wipes out this wicked generation of humanity, and ushers in the Millennium. The point [ want to make, is
that when a person continually ignores this tugging, this Spirit of conviction, there comes a time that it is no
longer there. That same Spirit that gives us an opportunity to choose right instead of wrong, finally turns
you over to a reprobate mind, to do whatever you choose to do without that tugging sensation from within;
but the day will come that you will give an account of it, when you stand before that great white throne
judgment and all of your evil deeds are flashed before your face. Jesus went into hell, to make sure every
evil person that lived and died before Calvary knew why they were in that place of torment; and to make
them see what an endless hope they had; but those who live and die this side of Calvary need no such
witness, for they have ignored the gospel of salvation that has been preached ever since. He witnessed to
the righteous souls in paradise, to confirm to them what it was that had restrained them from doing wrong;
and that had dealt with them in various ways during their lifetime. I have drawn this little chart to help
illustrate what took place almost two thousand years ago; and I hope this along with what has been said,
has helped you see that it was important that Jesus go into hell while His spirit was out of His body.

THE APOSTLE PAUL COMFORTS THE SAINTS AT THESSALONICA

Let us go back into 1st Thessalonians 4, for another look at how the apostle Paul dealt with the questions
arising there about the resurrection. The apostle Paul wrote like this in this epistle; because he was the one
that had the revelation that there is going to be such a thing as a translation of the saints some day.
Somewhere in the ending of this period of time we call the age of Grace, (which is the time allotted by the
eternal God, for the Holy Spirit to work among the Gentiles, taking out a people to make up the Church,
which is also known as the Bride of Christ) there is going to be a resurrection and a translation of saints of
God; and I want to do everything I need to, to make sure I am one of them. Do you not feel the same way?
In the Thessalonian Assembly, by the year 54 A.D., somehow they had gotten their minds all messed up
with ideas contrary to what had been preached to them. They heard Paul preach the coming of Christ; and
they heard him preach about the resurrection; but you know there are always people who come along and
want to twist this or that a little. They have their own little idea they want to get injected into the picture.
Well this is what happened in Thessalonica; therefore there were a lot of questions that had arisen among
that group of godly people since they first believed. The apostle Paul wrote this epistle to that assembly
praising them for their faith in God and their love of other saints, reminding them of all that he and his
fellow ministers had taught them while they were with them; and admonishing them concerning the truth
they had received. He set in order those things that had a question mark hanging over them; and we are
going to look at some of those things again for the sake of the Video, and also for the paper, when we print
it. I know somewhere down the line there will be doctors of divinity, and clergymen of various beliefs get
hold of this message, just for the sake of picking it apart, not even considering that they will one day have
to answer to God for it. Well let them help themselves. Those who say that the Bible does not teach that
there is to be a rapture before the tribulation, and say that it is a false teaching, say so because they do not
know how to read their bible's. They use the book of Revelation to interpret what was know by those early
saints before there ever was such a thing as the book of Revelation. Brothers and Sisters, saints of God, Do
not use the book of Revelation to interpret Thessalonians! What do I mean by that? Paul wrote this as



anepistle to the Church; and it is the true Church is to experience this rapture, not just everything that
claims to be a Christian. The book ofRevelation is a prophecy, and it was also given to the Church; and
John, the man who in 96 A.D. experienced a divine visitation of God, that gave him thisprophetic picture,
did not even see the rapture among the things that were shown to him. What did John see?He saw the Bride
already in heaven, in the 19th chapter of Revelation. How did she get there? She was raptured of course.
She is there in heaven with Jesus during the great tribulation; and comes with Him when He comes to earth
to pour out the wrath of God upon wicked mankind, at the end of the tribulation. These saints that these
doctors of divinity see going through tribulation, that are dealt with so severely, are not the Church at all.
They arethese blind religious people(which were called foolish virgins in Matthew 25:1-13) who have had
nothing to eat spiritually except their denominational theology for far too long. They went to sleep and
slept too long; and had no time to get themselves dressed up in wedding apparel before the rapture. No that
does not make them lost; it just makes them have to face a terrible ordeal of martyrdom that they would not
have to face, if they had not been too taken up in Charismatic manifestations to settle down on a true
revelation of God's word and prepare themselves for the coming of the heavenly Bridegroom for His
prepared bride. As for the resurrection and rapture, let us just take it in its proper order, and see if we
cannot present a clear, scriptural picture for you to look at. Paul does not say one thing that annuls what
John said, or wrote later. Neither did John, forty two years later, say anything that would annul what Paul
had taught. I do not serve a God who lets His anointed men do things like this. It is only traditional religion
that has people contending with each other on these basic doctrines of the Church. Let us see what the
apostle Paul is talking about, here in 1st Thessalonians 4. We will begin in the 13th verse; and I want you to
pay attention to his words. Let me read the whole thing together, before I comment on it. (1Thessalonians
4:13-18)"But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that
ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope.(14)For if we believe that Jesus died and rose
again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with Him.(15)For this we say unto you
by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not
prevent them which are asleep.(16)For the Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with a shout,
with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise
first:(17)Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to
meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.(18)Wherefore comfort one another
with these words.Notice what he says as we examine these verses," But I would not have you to be
ignorant, brethren, concerning them which areasleep,(He is not talking about the wicked dead. He is
talking about the dead in Christ, those that had died believing in God with all their heart back in 54 A.D.;
and whoever else will be in that category on through time.)that ye sorrow not, even as others which have
no hope.(That is the man out in the world for sure; but there are a lot of very religious people that do not
have any genuine hope in these sure promises we depend upon. In other words, just going to some church
house regularly, does not mean that you have any genuine faith in the provisions of the word of God.)For if
we believe that Jesus died and rose again,(That is where our faith rests. To a person who possesses
genuine faith in the word of God, natural and physical circumstances mean nothing. Even when all
conditions look hopeless, if we know what God has said about such circumstances, we can conduct
ourselves as though everything is favorable; because as far as God is concerned, it is. His word declares
that All things work together for good to those that love Him.)even so them also whichsleep in Jesuswill
God bring with Him." We have to say then, God will bring with Jesus, at His second coming, (and we are
not yet talking about His visible appearance to earth when we say this, we are talking about His coming for
His Church, which is His Bride.) all of those which are sleeping in Jesus. Notice it says, God will bring
with Him, so we can say this, During His first advent, when He arose from the dead, which is pictured here,
if for any reason there were spirits taken out of paradise which did not pick up an immortal body, just keep
all of that in your mind, knowing that this is God's business, to do whatever it takes to fulfill His purpose,
and do not feel that you have to know why. However if God will bring all those saints with Him (Jesus) it
means this, Jesus is coming for a Church that will have to be resurrected and changed into an immortal
state, along with those who remain alive at that time. He will bring the spirits of all those others, to
participate also in a resurrected state, and if there are those in that particular category, (though they are not
the primary object you are to see in this picture) you will have the righteous saints of other ages there with
Him. You are to see the Church though; because at His coming, that is what He is coming for. Listen, as we
go on. Paul says this in the 15th verse,"For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord,(You are not
able to go back in the Old Testament and find where he got this. He got it by divine revelation. Paul was
not a doctor of divinity. He had been, but he resigned from it. He had been that, when he was on the




Sanhedrein court.)that wewhich are alive(We know Paul is not still yet alive. Time has lasted longer than
He thought it might. We are the'we''that are alive. Maybe some of this "we," that are still alive now, will
be dead by then; but there is going to be a "we." How many believe there will be a "we" alive when these
scriptures are fulfilled? Let us look beyond what we learned in Sunday school and begin to see what it says
here.)and remain unto the coming of the Lord(He is coming for what? His Church of course.)shall not
prevent(or hinder)them which are asleep.(We are talking about the dead in Christ, are we not?)For the
Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with ashout,(When He does that, the earth will not see Him.
No one will see Him. That shout has to be something the Holy Spirit does by sending a message throughout
the earth to the spiritual people of the world. Are you sure, Bro. Jackson? I did not know that is what that
means. | didn't either, forty years ago; but God is still revealing some things the Church needs to know
before she gets out of here. Any time there is an event in the earth, in a natural sense, and there are people
invited, but they do not know at what moment in time to get ready for it, there has to be some kind of
announcement sent out. Therefore since this has got to be a spiritual communication from the spirit world
to the natural world we live in, the shout is for the living, for those that have ears to hear it. It is how the
Holy Ghost executes it that counts; but that shout has to be in existence, echoing back and forth throughout
the earth until it encircles the entire globe, before the event that is being announced can actually take place.
Theshoutwill not wake up the dead. It will not change the dead in any way. The shout is for those who are
still alive and will remain unto the time of its occurrence. It wakes up the living who are going to church,
playing church, but sound asleep and snoring. They have been living on creeds for so long, they do not
even know what time it is. Now watch. He descends with a SHOUT....)with the voice of the
archangel." The mortal realm of mankind will not hear the voice of the archangel. That is not for the living.
That is to announce the event to the dead that are to come forth, because the event is to include what? First
the dead will rise, because Paul puts it in precise order. The dead will risewhen the last trump has sounded.
Now the last trump that Paul speaks of here in Thessalonians is not the last trump you read about in the
11th chapter of Revelation. Those in Revelation 11, are trumpets of judgment that are sounding in that time
of great tribulation on earth. It has nothing to do with this trump that sounds here at all. Now why did I say
that about the angel, his voice? Why did I say it in that manner? Did it ever occur to you that when Jesus
was to be born, that royalSon of God, who was it that came to earth to announce His birth? Gabriel. Did he
come to church headquarters? Did he come to the mayor of Jerusalem? The governor of the state of Israel
did not get a special announcement. Who did he come to? He came to a little woman that lived in the town
of Nazareth. He announced His birth to her by saying,'Hail Mary."He did not say Mother of God, pray
for us now and at the hour of our death. What he said was, (Luke 1:28)"Hail, thou that art highly
favoured, the Lord is with thee: blessed art thou among women.(30)And the angel said unto her, Fear
not, Mary: for thou hast found favour with God.(31)And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb,
and bring forth a son, and shalt call His name Jesus." He told her she was to conceive. The angel was
announcing the event. When that same son grew and died on the cross, who was it that came down and
rolled the stone away? An angel of the Lord. Therefore if an angel announced His birth, and it was an angel
that came the minute His foot stepped forth back upon earth, when this One that was dead came forth from
the grave, to make the announcement you can be assured that it will be an angel that will announce the
exact moment of time for this other event! The voice of the archangel announces the event. It is that trump
that sets it in motion. Now watch." Then we which are alive and remain:" Some of us are going to be the
"we," if we walk right, and if we can get all our playing around out of our minds and get earnest with God.
However as long as we are willing just to work our heads off thinking, I need to make a little more money
first, then I am going to do this, that and whatever, things are not right for you to partake of what we are
talking about. I say, Yes, go ahead and be occupied like the Bible says; but every nail you drive you need
say, Praise the Lord! He is coming soon, Hallelujah! At least you need to be thinking like that. If you are
laying carpet, Praise the Lord! He is coming, just like He said He would! I do not know when; but He is
coming. I am against these characters who go out here and sit down somewhere, thinking they have it all
figured out when He is coming. Six more years, three months, twenty one days and at a certain hour, He
will be here. Well I have so much money in the bank, that will take care of me until then, I am not going to
work any more. There are people professing to be Christians, that live exactly like that; but I just have to
say to them, If you have no more respect for the rest of the word of God than that, you will wind up in hell
as sure as anything. He is not coming for lazy people that are looking for just enough religion to get them
by, and just enough of everything else to last them, and they have no regard for the rest of what God's word
teaches believers. Twenty some years ago while sitting in a barber shop, I had two characters walk in there
and talk to me just like that. Those characters have gotten older, the Lord has not yet come for His bride,




and they have probably spent what they thought was enough back then and had to go back to work. He is
not coming for that kind of people. He is coming for a people whose minds are awakened to the truth of
God's word and that know how to walk in that truth each day for Him." Then we which are alive and
remain shall be caught up together with(Who?)them(Those that have come out of the ground.)in the
clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord." This is the second order, or
phase of the first resurrection; and I just must say, It is going to take a host out of there.If for any reason
there is still some of the bodies of the Old Testament saints (I do not know) still in the ground, which did
not come out the first time, when God brings Him for this event, He will bring the spirits of them with Him.
Those bodies will go out. Why? Because we are looking at a prophecy in Zechariah. I will take you right
back to Enoch.

OLD TESTAMENT PROPHECY REVEALED

When Enoch fathered that son Methuselah, and the Spirit of God began to lead him, one day Enoch
prophesied, you can read it in Jude," Behold the Lord cometh with ten thousand of His saints to execute
judgment." Where? In the earth. When does that apply? That generation that is out there today will see it.
Jesus is coming with all His saints, both His Bride saints, and all His Old Testament saints, in immortality.
He is bringing them with Him. Zechariah 14,Behold the Lord cometh will all His saints.That is what it
says. Zechariah was way back here looking forward in time. We are here, now, looking back, picking up
the pieces as it has unfolded coming toward us. We are living in the hour or day, dispensationally speaking,
when He is comingforHis people. He comesforthem before He comeswiththem. I trust you understand.
When He comeswiththem, He is coming to take over this earth, to rule and reign for a thousand years. Now
we can read verse 18, of 1st Thessalonians 4. If this verse was applicable in 54 A.D., when Christianity at
that early hour of time did not yet have the opportunity to see as far in the future as you and I now have by
being right here at the end time, when we see the earth's developments staring us right in the face, how
much more ought it comfort us, knowing for sure that this present generation will witness the whole
thing.""Wherefore comfort one another with these words." Therefore I say, Get out of here you doctors
of divinity, with all of your senselessness talk about there not being a rapture before the tribulation.
ThereISgoing to be; and it will not be very long now, until it is a reality. In the 5th chapter of 1st
Thessalonians, the apostle Paul says this," But of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have no need
that I write unto you. For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in
the night."Who is He coming as a thief for? The righteous?No.The wicked. They are the ones that are
sound asleep spiritually speaking, a lot of them not even believing in God in the first place." For when
they(They who? The world in general, the unbeliever.)shall say, Peace and safety;(That is what they are
working on even at this very moment of time, a way to obtain a peace agreement among the nations of the
world. Such an agreement will have to be mediated and enforced by natural minded mankind; because this
is not the peace God will send. Therefore by the time they have brought the man of sin, the antichrist,
which will be a false peace maker, into the full picture, and applied him to the world system, it will be too
late for them, any of them, to have any hope in God. Rather, they will say, Now we have it made. We will
have to worry about no more wars ever again.)then sudden destruction cometh upon them,(Not on the
believer, but upon the unbelieving world in general.)as travail upon a woman with child; and they shall
not escape. But ye, brethren, are not in darkness,(That is where the unbelieving world is, in darkness,
which is unbelief.)that that day should overtake you as a thief. Ye are the children of light, and the
children of the day:(The day is applicable to that period of time wherein God is calling out a people to
believe in Jesus as their Savior, and to bear His name.)we are not of the night, nor of darkness.
Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober. For they that sleep, sleep in the
night; and they that be drunken are drunken in the night. But let us who are of the day, be sober,
putting on the breastplate of faith and love; and for an helmet, the hope of salvation. For God hath
not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ.""Now Bro. Jackson, that
still has not told you that you have a right to say the rapture will be before the tribulation. Well let us go to
Paul's second letter to this same Assembly then. The same thought still lingered in the Thessalonian church,
even after being taught so well. There was still a little puzzle about it all. Their minds were still side
tracked. Therefore as we go to the second epistle, we read what he wrote to these same people."Now we
beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ,(He meant of course, concerning the
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ)and by our gathering together unto Him,(That was referring them back



to the event he had just dealt with in the first letter. That event is right in front ofussomewhere. We are
moving rapidly toward it.)That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by
word, nor by letter as from us, as that the day of Christ is at hand." We do know this, Coming down
through time, mortal man in his religious way of thinking, has just reached out presumptuously in the dark,
pulling up dates, events and everything, trying to tell people it can happen right now. You have all heard
the news. This woman that had that bunch of people out in Montana, getting ready for Armageddon to take
place just any minute. Where are they today? Why do those poor souls not read the Bible, instead of
listening just to that woman, or to anyone else for that matter. If we have a Bible and the ability to read it,
we have no right nor privilege of just sitting back and depending upon someone else to do everything for
us. China is not ready to come to the Middle East yet. She is in no shape to. Armageddon is going to be
fought when those Orients come steaming out of those jungles marching toward the Holy Land. Right now,
political wise anyway, they are not in a shape to start that. Nevertheless the time for it is getting closer. It is
a sad thing to see people like those people sitting out there in that mountain valley, waiting for something
in a way they have no scriptural authority for. The Armageddon they are looking for will never come. How
do I know that, you may say? Just notice, as we go on here,"Let no man deceive you by any means; for
that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first." Saints: We are the generation that is
definitely seeing the falling away that Paul was referring to; but even a thing like that has to come to a
peak, to a state of being ripe, before application can be made concerning what it is to lead up to. Where is it
taking place? Out there in that conglomeration of religious beliefs, where people have gone to sleep
spiritually, to the point where they see nothing wrong. Everything goes, just as long as we all love Jesus;
for we are all striving to go to the same place. You can hear a statement like that, every time you turn on a
television set and come across one of those religious broadcasts. They have not the slightest idea
scripturally, and time-wise where we are in the program of God. They are sound asleep. Here the man of
sin is coming on the scene, and they have no way of knowing what he is; because they have ignored what
God has made available to them from His very own word. Just look at the pope of Rome today, how the so-
called important people of the world are running to the Vatican for an opportunity to be blessed by him.
When a Communist leader like Gorbachev, who has been the leading figure in that great Communistic
empire, an empire that has held much of the world's population in fear for years, all of a sudden takes a trip
to Rome to see the Pope, something is being put together, and it will fulfill the scriptures right to a point
where anyone would have to be spiritually asleep not to see it. That old pope is being prepared for his hour.
No it will not necessarily have to be that individual man that is presently holding that office; for it is the
man in that office when God's hour of time comes, that will fulfill the Bible prophecies concerning the
activities of the false prince of peace. Anyhow all of a sudden the hand of God strikes the spirit of that
thing Gorbachev was the head of, and it began to crumble. Ten years ago, who would have thought that a
leader out of Communism would have had the feelings to come and make a visit to the Vatican?
Nevertheless just a few months ago he came over to meet our president; and then the first thing we knew,
here is the cheek of that pope and Gorbachev right together, just like they were brothers. You never would
have seen old Stalin doing a thing like that. All these Assembles of God and charismatic preachers who
have said, Communism is the antichrist, have sure had their revelation blown to pieces. You could say, God
popped their balloon. It is falling away time though. Here comes the pope and all the religious leaders of
the world trotting right along together. Catholicism's straying daughters have just about every one accepted
old Mamma's invitation to COME HOME. I read of one the other day, and I just thought to myself, Except
for the grace and mercy of God, I would probably be sitting somewhere twiddling my fingers, deceived like
the others that run after signs and miracles. I thank God though, for opening my eyes and putting something
in my heart that causes me to love truth. Now I can see that man of sin sitting on that Vatican throne; and
oh what a man of sin he is. What a world deceiver he is! We have Protestant preachers ready to take their
turn and say, Bless me holy father. There is an hour coming just in front of us, when that man is going to
hold the administrative reins of this world's political and economical power. Apostate Christendom is going
to be sitting right at his feet, unable to break free from his power over them. Death will be the only escape.
That is why the foolish virgins will have to suffer martyrdom during the great tribulation; because they are
too blind to see right now, where that man of sin will come from. Yes brothers and sisters, the falling away
is here and has been for a long time. That is why evil in the world goes so unrestrained; because those who
used to stand on God's side and refrain from all appearances of evil are now right in the midst of much of it;
and see nothing wrong with what they are doing. Well God sees it for what it is; and the time for Him to
call His true people to come up a little higher, is almost here. When what was called Christianity, (the
church as the world sees it) began to die, the world began to be flooded with all kinds of evil. That was the



tide of Satan coming back in to take up where the Holy Ghost would leave off. That is why we have drug
abuse and alcohol abuse like it is. Notice what verse 4, says about the Antichrist, the man of sin, or to be
absolutely realistic, the pope of the Roman Catholic Church during the last half of that seventieth week of
Daniel.""Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so
that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God."(That is his future place
when all that is brought about, as we brought out in another message, comes to its fullness, the pope of
Rome will be doing just like it says here,showing himself that he is God.""Remember ye not, that, when I
was yet with you, I told you these things? And now ye know what withholdeth(or hindereth, or
restraineth)that he might be revealed in his time.'"Well for over 1900 years the Spirit of God has held
back (restrained) that great onslaught of the antichrist spirit coming to its preeminence until right now. I do
not mean, just in the last few weeks; but in the last twenty some years. He (that antichrist spirit)
restablished an office that he could use once again, and for the last twenty some years, he has been leading
denominational christendom on a merry go round. Naturally that office he has reestablished, is the office of
the pope of the Roman Catholic Church. You know, apostate Protestant Christendom today has closed their
eyes to that. They are looking to some other mystical realm somewhere for the antichrist to appear, to some
yet unborn baby that will be born of a prostitute maybe, that will appear on the scene with such Satanic
powers that he can stand out here and do certain things, and fire comes out of heaven. That is the way they
interpret it. There have been that type of characters in India and other places of the world. What about these
characters, like in Indonesia, that can walk through fire unharmed? They walk on nails. They can set things
on fire. That is not the antichrist. That is just satanic power plain and simple, that has always been in the
world; but it is certainly not the power the antichrist man, is coming to take over the world with. Those
kind have been in existence in every century in certain nations, as long as man has been here. There is not a
one of them that has ever rose to conquer a nation, or to deceive multitudes of people to the extent that this
antichrist man will, here in the end of this age. It has got to be something so sinister and so deceptive that
the world will believe in it. Remember how Jesus prayed, in the 17th chapter of St. John? Jesus, as He
prayed to the Father said, (Right here, is where you have a perfect type of what the antichrist is to be like.
He will be a religious man, just like Judas was.)""While I was with them in the world, I kept them in thy
name: those that thou gavest me I have kept, and none of them is lost,(meaning His disciples that had
walked with Him and had a part in the ministry)but the son of perdition;(Judas)that the scripture might
be fulfilled.That son of perdition was Judas; but the one Paul spoke of, will turn out to be the Pope of
Rome. Judas was a perfect type of the son of perdition that is yet to come upon the scene. Sure Judas was a
Jew, but here is what you have to look at, Was he an atheist? No. Was he a Communist? No. He was a
religious Jew that had handled the word of God; but somehow or other he allowed the wrong spirit to
anoint him, no doubt because of greed and jealousy. The termson of perditionsimply means,one ordained to
lead something to destruction. When that spirit got hold of Judas, (who was religious, and who was also a
Jew) he became jealous and disagreeable with the one he had served for three years, and then he was
anointed of that same spirit, (the devil) right at the passover supper, and went right out and sold his Savior
for thirty pieces of silver. He was ordained to lead his Savior to death. Watch what that spirit did to him
though. A few hours later, when Judas woke up and realized what a terrible thing he has done and tried to
undo it, that same spirit took him out and he hanged himself. Saints, that is the way we must see the
antichrist. Sure he is going to have political power; but he will also have all the scientific, technological
power of the world's materialistic means at his finger tips. What you must not forget though, is that he is
going to be a religious man. A religious man, is not necessarily a spiritual man; and that is certainly the
case here. He is of a religion that is absolutely apostate, yet so deceptive that the religious world will
believe he has the word of God for sure. Did you know that a lot of Protestants today, are beginning to
agree that the Catholic Church is the right church? I read that, just recently. Well I happen to know it is the
wrong church. It has been wrong ever since it came into existence. It is strange how Protestantism came out
of it, and now wants to go back to it. That is why the World Council of Churches, the National Council of
Churches, the Federation of the Council Churches, all Protestant organizations are means that the deceptive
spirit of Satan is using to unite them, and turn them back to fellowship with the Roman Catholic Church.
This is the image that reflects the same spirit and likeness of the old beast itself; and characterizes the same
carnal motive the Catholic Church does. We are moving toward the hour in time, at a very rapid pace, that
as just a few more earthly events transpire, the world is going to be pushed (out of absolute necessity) to
elect, and set in charge, a man of neutrality in the position of political leadership of a modern world, over
the affairs of their peace proposals and such like. Naturally because of gross deception, they will feel that
the pope of Rome is the best man for the job; because of the fact that he sits at the head of what the world




of apostate religion calls "the Church." The head of the Church is Jesus; but this man sits there in Rome as
the Vicar of Jesus Christ, dictating dogma to a body of what is supposed to be Christianity, but is as
apostate as anything could possibly be. It is deceptive. There is no other office on the face of this earth that
has a man in it that the world leaders would look upon as being capable of doing what he will be called
upon to do. Only the Pope of the Roman Catholic Church stands in such a place of supposed-to-be
neutrality, yet with all the available means to function in the role he will assume when that peace pact is
signed with the nation of Israel and many others. He is the one (that office) that cracked the whip for a
thousand years in the Dark Ages. If the Roman Empire is to be revived for a little short period of time here
at the end, it means that when that deadly wound is healed, his power will be given back to him for a little
short ride through the week of Daniel, which the last half of, will be that time of great tribulation, or as
Daniel wrote it, (12:1)"a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation even to that same
time,"and by the time he gets through with his ride, there will be a great host of martyrs awaiting the time
of their resurrection; but they will not have to wait very long; for Jesus and His great army from heaven
will be on earth shortly, to deal with the whole picture. Now saints: In order for the bride to be in heaven
where John saw her, and for her to be descending with Him (Jesus) back to earth, at the end of the great
tribulation period, the coming of the Lord and our gathering together unto Him,will be taking place
somewhere around about the time we seethe world bringing this man of sin into his office, and delegating
him to be the overseer and administrator, and the voice of the new world order everyone except the
revelated bride is going to be raving about, shouting Hallelujah! Glory to God! We finally have peace in the
world. They are actually going to worship the devil by doing that. By what means? Deception. Because
they have no revelation of truth to go by. As we see that introducing itself, then somewhere around about
that time He is coming for His Church, and taking her to glory, to be with Him during that horrible storm.
Paul saw her going away; and John saw her in heaven. Then John saw her coming back to earth with Jesus,
when he comes back in literally as King of kings, and Lord of lords. That is something for every true child
of God to shout, Hallelujah! about.

THE BRIDE OF CHRIST SEEN IN HEAVEN

Let us look at the scriptures that vindicate this revelation concerning the rapture of the bride before the
great tribulation. We will go to Revelation 19:7, for our first verse. I would like to read the whole chapter,
but will not because it is lengthy. In verse 7, it says,"Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to
Him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and His wife(the Lamb's wife, and we all know who the
Lamb is)heath made herself ready.(8)And to her(this bride)was granted that she should be arrayed
infine linen, clean and white: for thefine linenisthe righteousness of saints.(9)And he saith unto me,
Write, Blessed are they which are called unto the marriage supper of the Lamb. And he saith unto
me, These are the true sayings of God.(11And I sawheaven opened, and behold awhite horse; and He
that sat upon him was calledFaithful and True, and in righteousnessHe doth judge and make
war.(12)His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on His head were many crowns; and He had a name
written, that no man knew, but He Himself.(13)And He was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood:
andHis name is called The Word of God.(14)Andthe armies which were in heavenfollowed Himupon
white horses, clothed infine linen, white and clean.(Remember now, fine linen, white and clean is what
the Lamb's wife was arrayed in, and right here, she is seen leaving heaven with Him, and riding white
horses also, just like He is, coming to earth to judge what is left, at the end of the great tribulation, when all
of those armies are gathered there in Israel, and they all endeavor to make war with Him; but He makes a
short work of it all. Now verse 15)And out of His mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it He should
smite the nations: and He shall rule them with a rod of iron: and He treadeth the winepress of the
fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. (16) And He hath on His vesture and on His thigh a name
written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS."He (Jesus) is already crowned, coming to earth
with His bride saints that have been with Him in heaven at the marriage supper, to rule and reign for a
thousand years. Notice what verse 19 says, concerning those that had gathered there for the battle of
Armageddon." And I saw the beast, and the kings of the earth, and their armies, gathered together to
make war against Him that sat on the horse, and against His army.Verse 20, shows how He deals with
that whole conglomeration gathered there; and that is all I will read at this time.)And the beast was taken,
and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles before him, with which he deceived them that
had received the mark of the beast, and them that worshipped his image. These both were cast alive




into a lake of fire burning with brimstone." That is why John, when he was taken up into heaven, saw the
bride Church in the future state. She was already there. She was clothed in fine linen, clean and white. The
fine linen is the righteousness of saints. That is why in the ending of the 19th chapter, while tribulation is
going on down here, people were seen dying. Yes brothers and sisters, many will have to give their life's
blood in martyrdom, because they still believe in Jesus and cannot possibly deny their faith in Him and
receive the mark of the beast, just to save their neck's. There will also be those Jewish saints martyred,
because of the word of God they believe. Of the Old Testament yes, but remember, they were blinded to
the gospel, in order for the Gentiles to have an opportunity to receive it. That is how you and I got in there
among that blessed number. Hallelujah! What we want to take note of though, is that the devil is going to
do his best to stamp out the existence of all who have the knowledge of God, and of Christ Jesus His only
begotten Son that died for all who would believe and accept His atoning work on their behalf. We have a
lot more to be thankful for than a lot of us even stop to realize; for those who have to go through that week
of Daniel will either accept the mark of the beast and be damned because of it, or they will refuse to accept
it and be killed for refusing. Of course, as we have pointed out many times before, there will be certain
elements chosen before of God Himself, that will escape the devil's wrath during that time; and they will be
conveyed into the Millennium to repopulate the world once again. Many of these will be used of God to
care for those Jewish saints that have to flee from Israel when the Antichrist breaks the peace covenant and
begins to slaughter everyone who believes in God. I will not go into all of that at this time; for we have
covered it in various other messages; but if you will read Matthew 25:31-46, you will see that there are to
be people from every nation left alive after the week of Daniel has ended, that will be gathered before the
great King of kings and His queen (the bride saints) to be separated and judged, going into the Millennium.
Those found worthy will be granted eternal life; but will remain in natural bodies, and will bear children
throughout the thousand years of Christ's reign on earth. Naturally though, these will all be people who
somehow were never faced with accepting or rejecting Jesus Christ as their Savior and Lord in this
dispensation, or they would have had to be dealt with like all of the others, prior to Matthew 25. Let me say
this to you who may not understand everything you hear or read in this message, Do not reject it, just lay it
up somewhere until God tells you to take it down and take another look at it.

EVENTS OF THE LAST THREE AND A HALF YEARS OF THIS AGE

Think of it saints, right in the middle of that seventieth week of Daniel, when the old Pope of Rome has had
all he can stand, of those two Jewish prophets there in Israel calling forth plagues and so forth to vindicate
their ministry as servants of God, he will have them killed and declare open season on anyone who
professes to believe in any god other than he himself. That is what the apostle Paul was referring to in 2nd
Thessalonians, when he wrote of him saying,"Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day(the
day of the rapture, referred to as, our gathering together unto Him)shall not come, except there come a
falling away first, and thatman of sin be revealed,(which will be none other than that sweet, baby
kissing, peace loving Pope of the Roman Catholic Church that has been selected to oversee the world's
peace agreement)the son of perdition; Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God,
or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is
God."Well that is how the Pope turns out, once the devil anoints him; and that causes the woman element
of those Jewish saints to have to flee from Israel, into the place prepared of God for her to hide out for the
next three and a half years, until Jesus comes from heaven to judge him and all the rest of those who are
serving the devil's purpose on earth. The 144,000 Jewish servants of God will flee into the nation preaching
the everlasting gospel, which warns those who do have faith in God,not to accept the mark of the beast
and so forth.Their preaching is mainly responsible for that great multitude of martyrs seen in Revelation
7:9-17, made up of both Jews and Gentiles from that reign of the Antichrist on earth. Remember, in the
middle of that week, here goes that part of Israel, the woman, made up of men, women, boys and girls of all
ages, that God is going to preserve alive. She is going somewhere in the world to hide, while the world
goes through a bloodbath like never before. During that three and one half years, the woman element of the
Jews will be hiding, the 144,000 servants of God that are sealed with the Holy Ghost during the first half of
that week of years will be back among the nations preaching the everlasting gospel, the political, liberal
minded element of Jews will be deceived by the Antichrist, and a fourth element of Jews will be those who
have remained among the nations in dispersion while others went home to Israel to wait for their Messiah.
This fourth element, are the ones the 144,000 preachers flee to the nations to preach to; but the Gentile




foolish virgins will hear their message also. That is what accounts for that great multitude of martyrs there
in chapter 7, of the book of Revelation. Then, when the tribulation has run its course, when that last three
and one half years have expired, Christ Jesus comes back to earth. This time, He will be coming to make
His visible appearance. I say that, because when He comes for His Church, He comes only in Spirit form
and the resurrected saints along with the living saints, are caught up to meet Him in the clouds. There will
be no physical appearance of Christ at the time of the rapture; it is a secret, mystical event. That is why Ist
Thessalonians does not portray Him coming in a visible form to earth. He is coming in a secret form; so the
world at large will know nothing whatsoever of what is taking place. In Matthew 24:29-30, Matthew was
writing of His visible return. That is when all eyes will see Him. They will run to the mountains and so
forth, trying to hide from Him. That is the same coming of Christ we were looking at in the 19th chapter of
Revelation earlier. He is coming with His righteous Bride, to first pour out the wrath of God upon what is
left of wicked mankind. Then as He executes the wrath of God He sets up His kingdom on earth for the one
thousand year reign; and that is what brings Matthew 25:31-46, into the picture, where people of all nation
are gathered together and separated like sheep and goats. That is why verse 31, introduces this event in this
way,""When the Son of man shall come inHis glory, and all the holy angels with him,(His bride will be
with Him too.)then shall He sit uponthe throne of His glory."He has not been sitting upon the throne of
His glory for the past almost two thousand years; He has been sitting on the Father's throne, in heaven,
making intercession for the heirs of salvation. His visible coming, written of in these various places, is what
brings Revelation 20:1-4, into fulfillment; for when He comes back, one of the first things He will do is
bind the devil up so he cannot cause any more trouble. I know we have already looked at this scripture; but
we are just kindly getting the whole picture pulled together here, so let us read the first four verses of
chapter 20, while we are doing that. (1)"And I saw an angel come down from heaven, having the key of
the bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand. (2) And he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent,
which is the Devil, and Satan, and bound him a thousand years, (3) And cast him into the bottomless
pit, and shut him up, and set a seal upon him, that he should deceive the nations no more,(For how
long? Notice)till the thousand years should be fulfilled: and after that he must be loosed a little
season." Now we come to the verse that speaks of the thrones the bride of Christ will be sitting upon; and in
this same verse we see the tribulation martyrs, those that will be killed for refusing to go along with the
antichrist system of rulership in that hour of time.(4) "And I saw thrones, and they(That is the Bride.
They are immortal.)sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them: and I saw the souls of them
that were beheaded(Do not think you have to look back to the Dark Ages, to find someone beheaded
because of their faith in God. No. This is something that takes place in the great tribulation hour.)for the
witness of Jesus, (Gentile foolish virgins)and for the word of God, (Jews that know not Christ, yet
believe the word of God, and believe the preaching of the 144,000 servants of God that preach the
everlasting gospel.)and which had not worshipped the beast, neither his image, neither had received
his mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand
years."We see the Bride there, as them that sat on the thrones and to whom judgment responsibility was
given. Yes brothers and sisters, the Church of the living God, which is the bride of Christ, is going to help
judge the remnant of mortal flesh that will be preserved and saved to live under the reign of Christ in the
Millennium. We are showing many of the things that are to take place on earth at the visible return of
Christ to earth; and the third order, (or phase) of the first resurrection is one of those things that will take
place right there; because that will bring up all the rest of those that are ordained to live and reign with Him
for a thousand years. That brings us to verse 5, which lets us know that the three phases of the first
resurrection has taken everything out of the ground, except the bodies of the wicked dead. They will have
to remain where they are until the great white throne judgment takes place; and that will be after the
Millennium has run its full course. (Revelation 20:5)" But the rest of the dead lived not again until the
thousand years were finished. This is the first resurrection." Since we are here, we may as well just
finish it on out. Verse 6, says," Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such
the second death hath no power,(The second death, or second resurrection is for the wicked of all ages;
and has nothing whatsoever to do with the redeemed saints.)but they(those other saints that are raised)shall
be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with Him a thousand years."

WHY SATAN IS LOOSED FOR A LITTLE SEASON



When we get to the end of chapter 20, after the thousand years have expired, and read where Satan is
loosed for a little season to go out upon the breadth of the earth, for the sole purpose of testing those that
are born during the time he is bound, we find that he is able to deceive a great host, and lead them to
surround the camp of the saints; but God intervenes before any battle is ever set in motion; and sends fire
from heaven to devour them. By that time, God is ready to wipe the slate clean of all appearances of
wickedness. Everything except the righteous are resurrected, judged, and cast alive into the lake of fire. The
bride saints, which of course is the queen of this great King of Kings, rules and reigns over those mortals in
the Millennium. Besides those that were left alive to repopulate the earth during the Millennium, there will
be a numberless multitude born to them during that time. That is why Satan is loosed for a little season,
after the thousand year reign, God would be an unjust God to let all thosemortal beingsgo into eternity to
live forever with Christ, having never been tempted or tested as other people have had to be, back here in
their period of time. They will have lived with Christ for a thousand years, knowing no tempter, knowing
not the evil that we have been knowledgeable of, because the tempter has been bound. Therefore the devil
is not loosed to try the immortal saints. All of them are already overcomers by then. It is just to test those
who have never been tested. When he manages to deceive a great host of them, the devil tries to use them
to take over. That is what verse 9, shows us." And they went up on the breadth of the earth, and
compassed the camp of the saints about, and the beloved city: and fire came down from God out of
heaven, and devoured them." That shows us they surround the Bride's headquarters. It is Jerusalem, where
Jesus, the King of kings rules and reigns. Keep in mind though, the immortal saints do not run to get their
guns. There is no shots fired. Divine intervention right from heaven, ends that thing real quick. God will let
the devil not only deceive them, but He allows him to lead them to such a position where they think they
are going to do some great thing. Well as I said, They all have to be tested; and if they are deceived they
will just have to suffer the consequences; like every other person that has ever been deceived by that same
devil has. Eve was not allowed to go back and relive her past when she learned she had been deceived, she
had to face the thing head on and pay the price. Not only did she have to pay the price for being deceived;
but every woman born into this world since then has had to suffer because of it. Therefore when this final
plot of Satan is initiated, all of the immortal saints will just stand back and watch this event, not being
allowed to interfere in it; because they will know that these mortal subjects must be tested, just as they were
in their period of time. Now when Satan has succeeded in bringing that mass of humanity against
Jerusalem, you can read it; It says fire proceeds out of heaven and devours them. What is the next thing
after that? Well the devil that deceives them will be cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where
(according to Revelation 20:10) the beast and the false prophet are already; and shall be tormented day and
night for ever and ever. The next thing after that, at least here in the scriptures, is the great white throne
judgment; and who do you see sitting upon that throne? It does not say it was Jesus; it just says it was He
from whose face the earth and heaven fled away; but we should have it settled by now, that Jesus is the
primary figure in this whole picture until such time as He delivers the kingdom back up to the Father. In 1st
Corinthians 15:24, the apostle Paul wrote this," Then cometh the end, when He(Jesus)shall have
delivered up the kingdom to God, even the Father; when He(Jesus)shall have put down all rule and
all authority and power." He will not do this until after redemption is completed; and everything is
restored back like the Creator started it out. That means all judgment has to be finished; and the earth
cleansed of everything that has defiled it. That brings 1st Corinthians 15:28, to the forefront; and after that,
Jesus will no longer be King of kings and Lord of Lords; He will be our Elder Brother from then
throughout eternity. Here is what it says," And when all things shall be subdued unto Him,(Jesus)then
shall the Son also Himself be subject unto Him(the Father)that put all things under Him, that God
may be all in all."When Jesus sits upon the great white throne, this is where the supreme court of heaven
comes into view. This is where Paul says in Corinthians, that the saints shall judge the world, even angels.
When He takes that position, all the righteous saints of every age, and all the angelic beings that have
served the Lord, will all take their positions in this great supreme court of heaven. Then we read, that the
books were opened. What are these books? Books of deeds, they record all of our evil deeds that we have
done in the flesh while living in this world. However if we have found Jesus Christ as our Saviour, those
things have been blotted out from our record; and our names appear only on the book of life. Yes, saints,
there is another book. Praise God for that book! We will look back to the 20th chapter of Revelation for our
final words. (20:12)" And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; andthe books were
opened: andanother book was opened, which isthe book of life: and the dead were judged out of
those things which were written in thebooks(plural), according to their works.(20:15)And whosoever
was not found written in thebook of lifewas cast into the lake of fire." What book was that? The book of




Life. There is only one book of Life. Let us look at it like this though, there are chapters in it. There is a
chapter for all the saints that lived before the flood; because they lived in an era of innocence, called that,
because there was no written law for them to go by. After the flood and the call of Abraham and the giving
of the Law, there is a chapter in there for all of those; and it is written according to the way they walked
before God in the light of the Law. Then time move out of that period into the Grace Age. From those that
have lived during the Grace Age, He has been calling out a people to be His Church, or His Bride, or His
Queen. All of these titles apply at one time or the other. Then on the end, there has to be a chapter for all of
those that will have been born in, and lived in the time of the Millennium, that did not fail God or fall for
Satan's deceptive lies. There are some other words written here in the 20th chapter, that cause a question
mark in the mind's of some. John saw death and hell give up the dead that were in them. Up came those
from Hades, that place of torment. Out of the ground came every evil body from old Cain right on down the
line. Coming right on down through the ages, we pick up Judas, we can pick up the pharaohs, we can pick
up John Dillinger, Jesse James and all the rest. And death and hell were judged out of the things that is
written in what? The books. Read it. The books, plural. (20:14)" And death and hell were cast into the
lake of fire. This is the second death."(20:15)" And whosoever was not found written in thebook of
lifewas cast into the lake of fire." Whosoever was not found written in the book of Life, that means
standing there is that remnant of those that had been born in the Millennium. There had to be a place there
for them. How many understand what I mean? You have heard me say many times, The second
resurrection has no power; and that is because it is a resurrection unto judgment and destruction. There is
no life in it. Death and hell was cast into where? The lake of fire. The lake of fire is somewhere else other
than around this planet. That means when you read everything closing out in Revelation 20, redemption is
completed. Where Christ has ruled and reigned for a thousand years, restoring everything back to its
original state, He has conquered not only death, hell, and the grave, He has rid this planet of everything the
devil had defiled it with, through 6000 years of his evil influence. Now the earth is completely redeemed
through and by the reign of Jesus Christ.That means it is time for Revelation 21 and 22 to come into the
picture.] am going to save that though; because that is where this whole series ends, when we look at the
city of paradise, and show what it is. Praise the Lord! You know, saints, our president does not believe this,
at least not the way we see it; but that is not going to hinder me. Hallelujah! I am just thankful to God for
His love and mercy in my life. Except for that, I would be a candidate for the lake of fire myself. You
would be too. Yes we have much to be thankful for. AMEN.
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